Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

July 19", 2026 A.D. The 8™ Sunday after Pentecost

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When

more than one person is present, the psalm and responses may be spoken responsively, with one

person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.
The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the ~I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm (From Psalm 86)

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace.
Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seek my life,
and they do not set you before them.
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Scripture Lesson (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)

?4[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, *but while his men were sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 2°So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also. >’ And the servants of the master of the house came and said
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?” **He
said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go
and gather them?’ ?’But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with




them. *°Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” . . .

3%Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. **The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one, *and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest
is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. **Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the close of the age. *' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, “*and throw them into the fiery furnace.
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. **Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

Sermon — I+ The Parable of the Weeds "I+ (A copy is included at the end of this service.)

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Pravyer List

Thanksgiving
- Baptisms today of Aubrey, Carter & Lainey Ballew
- Luke Viertel’s gift of music for 15 years




Entrusting into God’s Care
- Niagara Falls Youth Mission Trip, July 18-25
- Mission Central

Healing

- Pastor Erickson - heart cath on 7/23

- Bill (grandfather of Gabe Morris)- health issues

- Carolyn Johnson— recovering after surgery

- Vern Piering— recovering after surgery

- Brynleigh (granddaughter of Hedtke’s)- broken foot
- Sharon (sister of Sue Kroemer)- cancer treatment

- Leonard Tiedt— recovering at home after fall

- Nick Nystul- recovering after surgery

- Brittney (friend of Kroemers/Clarks) - health issues
- Donice McDonald- recovering after surgery

- Linda Patten - health issues

- Larry Kroemer— recovering after hospitalization

- Beth Wright— recovering after surgery

- Karen Swalley— health issues

- Vern Happel - recovering after surgery

- Philip Hackbardt— recovering after surgery

- Tom Larson - health issues

Homebound
- Candi Engel—- Heritage Care Center

Grief (family and friends of)

- Roger (brother of Sue Kroemer)- died 6/26

- Tracy (relative of Hinrichs)- died 6/26

- Jeff (husband of Donna Stranathan, father of Tracy Donels)- died 6/26

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy

Collect of the Day

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your
final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy




hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Concluding Pravers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept
me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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I+ The Parable of the Weeds I+

Grace, mercy & peace to you from God — Father, *I+ Son, & Holy Spirit. Amen.

I don’t find myself using words like “disgusting” or “despicable” very often to describe
people, but I did this last weekend. What had happened was that someone had put my name and
picture on an email account that they had created and sent out an email to people in the
congregation. In this email, they claimed to be me and of course, and asked for money saying
that I needed it to help someone who was sick or in need. Now what I found to be so repugnant
about this is not that someone was pretending to be me. Rather, it’s the idea that someone out
there on the world wide web thinks that it’s a good idea to take advantage of the Christian love
and charity of God’s people. That for every penny they steal from someone in the church to do
whatever, is a penny that disciples of Christ cannot use to help someone who truly is in need. What
is so awful about this is that it makes people hesitant to assist the next person who needs help.
And so not only did I find myself calling someone out there a disgusting and deplorable person
last weekend, I imagined that many people in the church may have wondered why God would let
such a thing happen, not just in the world, but in the Church!?!?

Now of course, we all know what they unbelievers and the cynics would say. They would
say that this is proof that there is no God. Or if there is, God is somehow unable or unwilling to
protect His people from such sin and evil. And so perhaps we should all just give up on God and
spend more time beefing up our online privacy and cyber-security.




But even faithful believers, who may not be tempted to quite believing or to turn their back
on our Lord, may at least look at what happened this last weekend at Bethany (or many other
instances of evil or problems coming into our lives) and ask, “Is this how God works? Is this what
the kingdom of Heaven, that is the rule and reign of God, looks like in the world today? If we look
at what Jesus teaches us in our Gospel lesson today it seems as if the answer is...Yes. Yes, this is
how the kingdom of God looks in the world today.

In our Gospel reading, Jesus tells us the Parable of the Weeds. Now of course, many of
you know that a parable is a story about every day, common things, that illustrates how the
Kingdom of Heaven works. (They are earthly stories about heavenly things.) And Jesus tells us
this parable about a man who plants good seed in his field, but has an enemy who is so despicable,
so disgusting, that he comes in the middle of the night and plants weeds in his field. (This enemy
doesn’t just come and destroy the field or the crop. He actually spends time and resources to ruin
someone else’s crop). Of course it doesn’t take long for people to notice that there are weeds
intermingled with the wheat, and so the servants ask the owner if he wants them to go out and sort
of “weed the field”. And to the surprise of just about everyone, the owner of the field says, “No”.
He says leave the situation the way it is, because if you tried to pull out the weeds, you might pull
up some of the wheat as well. So just leave it be, and everything will get sorted out when harvest
time comes.

To those listeners of Jesus both back then and right now, who are confused as to why there
is so much evil intermingled with the good, who may not think that Jesus is all that He says He is,
this parable tells them that they should expect nothing more than what they see with Jesus right
now. To be sure, One Day things will be different, and the comingling of good and evil will be
sorted out. But today is not that Day. So stop looking for any things or any one other than Jesus.
Situations around us may seem strange in a world that is ruled by the Almighty God — strange like
a man letting weeds grow in His field. But what we are seeing is how God is ruling and reigning
in the world today through His Son Jesus Christ.

Reminding us that God is indeed ruling and reigning in this world even when we see evil
around us is a great blessing. But Jesus knows that His disciples will nevertheless face real
challenges. In Matthew’s Gospel the disciples will soon be overwhelmed by a hungry crowd.
They will be terrified seeing Jesus walking a stormy sea. They won’t understand His teachings
and will be worried about what the powerful Pharisees will think of Jesus and of them. In short,
even knowing that God is ruling in the world through Jesus, the disciples are seeing that it is getting
harder and harder to follow Jesus.

And therefore, later on, when Jesus is away from the crowds and in the house, He adds
another layer of meaning on to this parable of the weeds. Emphasizing that the angels will gather
all of the evil in the world to be thrown into Hell on the Last Day, Jesus is reassuring His disciples
both then and now, that the Day will come when all things are set right. And this task does not
belong to the church here on earth, but rather to the Son of Man and His angels. And so the Son
of Man tells us to take the long view of things, and set your hope not in your own power to make
things right, but rather set your hope on the Day that will certainly come.

As the Church waits for that Day when Christ will come again in glory, we are reminded
that it may now seem that He is slow in coming, but we have to believe that He will not be late.
He will come and His angels will do all of the sorting that is necessary and will do it perfectly. So
even though we may now live in the midst of disgusting and despicable evil, we will not give up
or withdraw from the world. We will have hope as we continue to boldly follow and serve our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.







