Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
@ Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When more
than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken responsively, with
one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.

The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm Psalm 105 and I Peter 2

(P) Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.
He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Scripture Lesson (John 20:19-31)

90On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples
were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they
saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am
sending you.” 2?And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. Z’If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it
is withheld.”




2%Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. >°So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will
never believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 2*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; 3'but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

Sermon (A copy is included at the end of this service.)

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and eart
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, \S | 7/
begotten of His Father before all worlds, 2V X
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, }
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.




The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Bethany’s Pravyer List
Entrusting into God’s Care
- LCMS Missionaries

Healing

- Mike Raymond- healing after surgery

- Vern Happel - recovering after surgery

- Janelle Dunbar— upcoming procedure on 4/15

- Tammy- cancer

- Lorna Fischer— recovering after hospitalization
- John- (relative of Donna Stranathan)- health issues
- Larry Kroemer— recovering after hospitalization
- Philip Hackbardt— recovering after surgery

- Jeannine Robinson— recovering after surgery

- Vern Piering— recovering after surgery

- Tom Larson - recovering after surgery

- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Abi Clark - health issues

Homebound
- Verlyn & Paul LeFevere

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - A National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - IA National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA National Guard

Grief (family and friends of)
- Bob (husband of Carolyn Sternowski) died 4/4




Collect of the Day

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in
our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Concluding Pravers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so
hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep me this day
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

T T T T T T T

Today, many people think that the church should be about the business of a whole bunch of
different things. But when the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His Baptism, from that time on, anyone
who listened to Jesus teach at all knew that Jesus was about the business of fulfilling all righteousness (Mt
3:15). In this fulfilling of all righteousness, every sinner would be justified, that is — declared righteous.
As John the Baptist proclaims, Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29).

Everything about Jesus, therefore - His teaching, His miracles, His eating and drinking with
sinners, His suffering and death — is all ordered toward the forgiveness of sins. When Jesus enters a town
or a room, it is to give His gifts to the sinner. This would even be true when Jesus enters a room to
overturn tables; His desire is to cast down all self-justification (the work of the Law) in order that the
sinner may hear His sweet and comforting word of the cleansing Gospel. And it's certainly true in our
text today. In that room where the disciples were hiding in fear, Jesus came among them to forgive sins,
give the Holy Spirit, and strengthen their faith.

In our text, it is the evening of Easter Sunday and Jesus had risen from the grave! But the apostles
cower in a locked room. They belong to the Lord. They bear his name. They are already clean because
of the word Jesus has spoken to them (Jn 15:3). They should rejoice! Yet they live at the same time in
their sinful flesh. They are at the same time sinners and saints. As Luther notes, “A Christian man is
righteous and a sinner at the same time, holy and profane, an enemy of God and a child of God”.




Of course, the apostles are in the locked room for fear of the Jews, meaning the established
religious leaders of the day. These are the teachers of the Law. The Law that locks people in fear because
it exposes our sinful flesh. The Law shows how evil we truly are. The Law accuses the old Adam in us
and locks us in fear of punishment for our sin.

Even in the Church - since we are all living as saints and sinners, far too often the old Adam inside
of us, our sinful nature, desires to use the Law against other people. Instead of loving others and treating
others as we would want to be treated, we simply hold on to their sins, keeping people locked in fear.

And while we are in our sinful flesh (which is at all times, until the end of this life when we're
parted from it and with our Lord), we are, according to our old Adam, living in a locked room of fear.
Fear is brought about by the teaching of the Law. And our sinful flesh, the old Adam, controls that room,
and the doors are locked.

But in our text, Jesus enters into the room. (There is really no need to speculate about how Jesus
entered into the room. He is in the flesh, and He is at the same time true God. As the Athanasian Creed
puts it, “He is not two, but one Christ: one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but
by the assumption of the humanity into God”.) So,when Jesus enters the room, when His Word is spoken,
the room that was once ordered toward fear is now ordered toward the forgiveness of sins.

And there, with Christ working toward the forgiveness of sins, is the gift of peace. This peace
originates and flows from the verdict of justification spoken at the very throne of heaven itself. The verdict
by which the sinner is justified in heaven is now spoken by the mouth of the Lord on earth: “Peace to
you.” Jesus has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, and for the sinner, that is the good news
of the Gospel brought to earth.

With Christ working toward the forgiveness is sins there is also the gift of the Holy Spirit, who
“calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
Christ in the one true faith” (Small Catechism, Third Article).

There is the gift of the forgiveness of sins. The forgiveness is a spoken and accomplished fact,
delivered into the ears of the sinner. The sin is sent away; it is no more.

Faith is, in this room, the negation of fear. The fear brought by the Law (which accuses of sin) is
now replaced by the faith wrought by the Gospel (which frees from sin).

It might be noted that seeing Jesus in the resurrected flesh as victor over death would not yet chase
away fear. For what if He is in the flesh, victorious, but looking for revenge? The resurrection is not
good news simply in that it shows God has this power. But Scripture tells us, “For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John
3:17). He was resurrected for us. He came into the room to speak forgiveness to us. He came bearing
gifts that are joyfully received by faith.

The apostles did not stay in the room. Jesus sent them out: “As the Father has sent me, even so [
am sending you” (v 21). The gift of the forgiveness of sins (and thus the gift of the Holy Spirit and of
faith) is sent out from the Church into the world of sinners. The word of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection
is proclaimed. Sinners are gathered back into the Church. And the Church is built up in the Gospel.

Our Lutheran Confessions explain, “God is superabundantly generous in His grace: First, through
the spoken Word, by which the forgiveness of sins is preached in the whole world. This is the particular
office of the Gospel. Second, through Baptism. Third, through the holy Sacrament of the Altar. Fourth,
through the Power of the Keys. Also through the mutual conversation and consolation of brethren”
(Smalcald Articles 11 IV).

Where this Gospel is preached, where sins are forgiven by the crucified, resurrected Lord, there is
resurrection for the sinner. As Luther wrote, “For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and
salvation” (Small Catechism, Sacrament of the Altar).




So, “Everything, therefore, in the Christian Church is ordered toward this goal: we shall daily
receive in the Church nothing but the forgiveness of sin. . .. For we are in the Christian Church, where
there is nothing but continuous, uninterrupted forgiveness of sin” (Large Catechism II 55). Amen.




