Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

Second Sunday after the Epiphany January 18", 2026

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with
the words in bold type. The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm (From Psalm 19)

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun.

Scripture Lesson (John 1:29-42a)

2The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! *°This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who
ranks before me, because he was before me.” 3'I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” *>And John bore witness: “I saw
the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. **I myself did not know him,
but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And I have seen and have borne witness
that this is the Son of God.”

33The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, *®and he looked at Jesus
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” *'The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. **Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” **He
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they




stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. *°One of the two who heard John speak
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 'He first found his own brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). “*He brought him to Jesus.

Sermon — I The Lamb of God -+ (A copy is included at the end of this service.)

The Nicene’ Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of S| )
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I« of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.




Prayer List

Thanksgiving
- Bridgehaven Baby Bottle Boomerang

Entrusting into God’s Care
- Mission Central

Healing

- Stacy Kirkpatrick - cardiac procedure on 1/21

- Linda Patten - upcoming surgery on 1/16

- Donna Birkicht - upcoming surgery on 1/23

- Mary Jane (mother of Phil Hedtke) - breast cancer
- Pastor Hedtke (father of Phil Hedtke) - Alzheimer's
- Doreta Bogner - health concerns

- Neal (relative of Bonnie Bubke) - health issues

- Susan (sister of Randy Schmith) - cancer

- Shirley Witte - recovering after surgery

- Michelle Hedtke - recovering after surgery

- Carol Grimminger - recovering after hospitalization
- Joleen Trent - recovering after surgery

- Emily Kroemer - recovering after broken ankle

- Karen Hass - recovering after surgery

- Abi Clark - health issues

- Tom Larson - health issues

- Dave Christian - cancer treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Marge Grovert - Ridgeview Assisted Living

Mourning, Friends and Family of
- Ethel Doehrmann - died 1/7
- Catherine (relative of Melissa Loney) - died 1/2

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - A National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - [A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy




- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - A National Guard

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the
prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Concluding Pravers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Those who were gathered around John the Baptist were no strangers to lambs. According
to the Law given to Moses, the people knew of, if not participated in the sacrificing of lambs at
the Passover Feast, the Feast of Pentecost, the Feast of Booths. Once a month on the new moon a
lamb was sacrificed. Once a week on the Sabbath a lamb was sacrificed. Twice a day, morning
and evening, a lamb was sacrificed. Lambs were familiar, but this Lamb that John pointed to,
something was different about Him. The Lamb that John pointed to did not come from a shepherd
or the market. He pointed to the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world.

Ever since the time of Moses, God’s chosen people were sacrificing lambs, just as God had
told them to do. One of the reasons that God commanded them to do this was to pay for the sins
of the people. The guilt of their sin was put upon the Lamb and it paid the price of God’s wrath.




But these sacrifices were incomplete. They were a shadow of a greater reality that was to come,
and so the sacrificing of lambs continued day after day, year after year. Thousands, if not millions
of lambs had their blood shed upon the altar and no end was in sight. But now come sthe Lamb
of God who takes the sin of the world away. When Jesus was sacrificed upon the cross for the
sins of Adam to the very last man, the sacrifices stopped. No more lambs would be killed for
Christ did indeed wipe out the sins of the world.

This is the basis of all Christian doctrine. Whoever believes it, is a Christian; whoever does
not, is no Christian, and will be judged according the Law. This is not the invention or the word
of men, this is the Word of God. But many today refuse to believe this and don’t want to honor
the Lamb, on whom our salvation depends entirely. Non-Christians in the world insist on playing
a role in their salvation. But the more they try to pay for their own sin, the worse they fare. For
there is no salvation outside of this Lamb Jesus; God recognizes no other.

Part of the problem stems from the fact that people misunderstand, not the Gospel, but
rather the Law of God. All of us should therefore carefully note that the Law shows you your sin
and tells you how to live, obeying God and those whom He has placed in authority over you. It
also shows us that we are hostile to God, that we blaspheme Him, and that we do not live our lives
within the boundaries of the Ten Commandments. In short, the Law shows us what we are; it
reveals sin and burdens us with it.

In our fear under the law, many do all sorts of crazy things. Some make pilgrimages in an
effort to appease their understanding of God. Others will not eat in an effort to free themselves
from sin, while others will shun any kind of desire, good or bad. ~And even those who are
Christians can be tempted to rely on something false. In the past people have done everything
from praying to the saints for help to trying to buying their way out of Hell or Purgatory.

But St. John declares that the entire world is polluted with sin and he shows us through the
Law that we have this sin with us. There isn’t anything that we can do to rid ourselves of it, yet
we must not let it rest upon us. For if sin remains there, we are damned.

In view of this, St. John, by his words in the Gospel today, shows us another place where
God the Father has laid our sins, namely, Christ the Lord. The Law lays your sin upon you, but
God takes them from you and lays them upon this Lamb. They don’t belong there, but for our
sake, they are a better fit there. For as the Law convicts and condemns us, God out of His sheer
mercy places the weight of our sin on this Lamb of God, who bears them so that we might have
eternal life, rather than death.

May every Christian cherish and treasure this thought. Christ came to bear our sin and be
made the lowliest and most despised person. Yet He destroys all sin by Himself and says: “I came
not to be served but to serve” (Matt. 20:28).

Luther points out that it would be spectacular if some king’s son were to appear in a
beggar’s home to care for him in his illness, wash off his filth, and do everything else the beggar
would have him do. Anyone who saw this act or anyone benefiting from it would feel impelled to
admit that he had seen or experienced something unusual and extraordinary, something
magnificent. But what is a king or an emperor compared with the Son of God? What is a beggar’s
dirt or smell compared with the sin which is ours by nature, stinking thousands of times worse and
looking infinitely more repulsive to God than anything found in a hospital? And yet the love of
the Son of God for us is of such greatness that the greater the filth and stench of our sins, the more
He befriends us, the more He cleanses us, relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of all
our sins and placing them upon His own back. The back of the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world. Amen.







