| Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
\ Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

December 21, 2025 A.D. The Fourth Sunday in Advent

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with
the words in bold type. The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit (Isaiah 64 and Psalm 130)

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence.
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

Scripture Lesson (Matthew 1:18-25)

'8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.
19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce
her quietly. °But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. >!'She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 2*When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, >’but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.




Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of \S | 7/
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I« of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Prayer List

Thanksgiving

- Addison (infant daughter of Ian & Bailey Stevens)- born 12/14
- Sue Kroemer - improved health

Entrusting into God’s Care
- Ethel Doehrmann— hospice care
- Mission Central

Healing
- Michelle Hedtke— upcoming surgery on 12/22




- Carol Grimminger— recovering after hospitalization
- Joleen Trent— recovering after surgery

- Emily Kroemer— recovering after broken ankle

- Karen Hass— recovering after surgery

- Neal (brother-in-law of Mark Holt) recovering after surgery
- Don Hein - recovering after surgery

- Darlene Eckert— recovering after fall

- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Abi Clark - health issues

- Kelly Johnson - life issues

- Tom Larson - health issues

- Dave Christian - cancer treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Candi Engel—- Heritage Care Center

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA Nationa Guard

Collect of the Day

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Concluding Prayers

Blesed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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God’s Word Is Fulfilled for Us in the Flesh and Blood of Christ Jesus, the Son of Mary

The Fourth Sunday in Advent turns our attention toward the Nativity of Our Lord. With the
blessed Virgin Mary, we await the coming of the Christ, her Son, conceived in her womb by the
Word and Spirit of God. This fulfillment of the sign once given to the house of David, that “the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son” (Is. 7:14), is now given to us in the Gospel. It declares that
salvation is by His grace alone, entirely His work and a free gift. It also is the way and means by

which the Lord our God is Immanuel, “God with us.” The almighty and eternal Son of God is
conceived and born of Mary, and is thus “descended from David according to the flesh” (Rom.
1:3—4). He comes in this way to save us with His own flesh and blood; wherefore, He is called
“Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). As Joseph received this sign in
faith and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matt. 1:24), we also live
by faith in this Holy Gospel
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Notes and Announcements

Join us for Christmas Services as we celebrate the
A , f birth of our Savior. A service of Lessons and Carols
ow the birth %1: Je.sus will be held Wednesday, December 24th at 4:30 pm
Christ took place in and the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be

' .this:rWa;/? held at 11:00 pm. Christmas Day Service will be
held Thursday, December 25th at 10 am.

The food pantry needs drivers with pickups to help
fill in from January - March. This involves picking up
food from HACAP. See Pete Larson or the office for
more information.

The Food Pantry donation item for December and
January is laundry pods and dryer sheets.

Bethany Lutheran Food Pantry is open every
Sunday to provide food and basic essentials to our
neighbors in need. Each week we need seven
volunteers to serve in the pantry, 12:30-3:00 p.m.
If you would like to serve at Bethany Lutheran Food
Pantry, please sign up for a date at www.bethanycr.org/food-pantry.

Thank you to all families that helped out with the Children’s Christmas Program! Aspecial thanks to Donna
and Dorita who created the wise men ornaments. Come back the next two years to collect the whole set!

Please note that any 2025 contributions should be postmarked or brought to the church office by
December 31st.







