Prayer Page
Thanksgiving

- Addison (infant daughter of lan & Bailey Stevens)- born 12/14
- Sue Kroemer - improved health

Entrusting into God’s Care

- Ethel Doehrmann— hospice care
- Mission Central

Healing

- Michelle Hedtke— upcoming surgery on 12/22

- Carol Grimminger— recovering after hospitalization
- Joleen Trent—recovering after surgery

- Emily Kroemer— recovering after broken ankle

- Karen Hass— recovering after surgery

- Neal (brother-in-law of Mark Holt) recovering after surgery
- Don Hein - recovering after surgery

- Darlene Eckert— recovering after fall

- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Abi Clark - health issues

- Kelly Johnson - life issues

- Tom Larson - health issues

- Dave Christian - cancer treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Candi Engel— Heritage Care Center
Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - IA National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA Nationa Guard

Elder
Usher (8:30)

Usher (11)

Greeter (8:30)

Greeter (11)
Lector (8:30)
Lector (11)
Video (8:30)
Video (11)
Sound (8:30)
Sound (11)
Acolyte (8:30)
Acolyte (11)

Nursery (11)

Coffee

Parish Nurse: Ronda Anderson
DCE: Kierra Penney

Office Administrator: Tina Freese

Servants of Worship

Sunday, December 21

Mark Holt

Mike Goerdt,
Dathan Hinrichs

Doug Knutson,
Steve Hanchera

Lorna Fischer,
Nancy Owens

Jim & Lissa Novitch
Arlen Breiholz
Karen Swanson
Natalie Steggall
Stephanie Chittick
Nicholas Williams
Phil Hedtke

Carter Oja

Brenna Godbey

Rachel Zittergruen,
Susan Schoen

Schmith

Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Michael Erickson

Sunday, December 28

Rick Foreman

Pete Larson

Dick & Karen Hass

Mark & Julie Elias

Donice McDonald
Rick Foreman
Lissa Novitch
Mitch Myers

Jack Zimmerman
Tyler Steggall
Aaron Moffett
Carter Urban
Addy Stackhouse

Emily Kroemer,
Amy Smith

Freese

pastor.bethanycr@gmail.com
nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com
dce.bethanycr@gmail.com

office.bethanycr@gmail.com

Financial Manager: Anne Railsback financial.bethanycr@gmail.com

Communications:

8:30 Music: Ryanne Molinari
11:00 Music: Luke Viertel

comm.bethanycr@gmail.com

organist.bethanycr@gmail.com

music.bethanycr@gmail.com

€) Bethany

2202 Forest Dr. SE @ Cedar Rapids, IA
319-364-6026 ® www.bethanycr.org
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Now the birth of Jesus

December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:30 a.m. Service

Living and Sharing God’s Love




Order of Service
Divine Service Il

Welcome and Announcements
Hymn of Invocation
O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide
Invocation, Confession and Absolution
Introit
Kyrie
Salutation and Collect of the Day
Old Testament Reading
Epistle Reading
Alleluia
Holy Gospel
Nicene Creed
Hymn of the Day
Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
Sermon
Prayer of the Church
Preface, Sanctus
Lord’s Prayer, The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini, Agnus Dei
Distribution
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
Nunc Dimittis, Thanksgiving
Salutation, Benedicamus, Benediction
Closing Hymn
What Child Is This

LSB#355

LSB pg. 184

Isaiah 64 & Psalm 130
LSB pg. 186

LSB pg. 189

Isaiah 7:10-17
Romans 1:1-7

LSB pg. 190

Matthew 1:18-25

LSB pg. 191

LSB#374

LSB pg. 194

LSB pg. 197

LSB#357
LSB#369
LSB#350
LSB pg.199
LSB pg. 201
LSB#370

Notes and Announcements

The LWML is hosting a Bake Sale TODAY with Christmas goodies.
Let the LWML do your holiday baking for you!

Join us for Christmas Services as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior. A service of Lessons and Carols will be held Wednesday,
December 24th at 4:30 pm and the Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service will be held at 11:00 pm. Christmas Day Service will be
held Thursday, December 25th at 10 am.

The food pantry needs drivers with pickups to help fill in from
January - March. This involves picking up food from HACAP. See
Pete Larson or the office for more information.

The Food Pantry donation item for December and January is
laundry pods and dryer sheets.

Bethany Lutheran Food Pantry is open every Sunday to provide
food and basic essentials to our neighbors in need. Each week we
need seven volunteers to serve in the pantry, 12:30-3:00 p.m. If
you would like to serve at Bethany Lutheran Food Pantry, please
sign up for a date at www.bethanycr.org/food-pantry.

Thank you to all families that helped out with the Children’s
Christmas Program! A special thanks to Donna and Dorita who
created the wise men ornaments. Come back the next two years
to collect the whole set!

Singles: You are invited to join Zion Lutheran in Hiawatha for
their two January church singles events. Sunday, January 11 AND
January 25, we will enjoy a potluck AND play card/board games.
Please meet at Zion Lutheran in Hiawatha at 12:00 pm. A main
dish, paper products and water will be supplied. Bring a dish to
share and your favorite game. Please RSVP to either Zion at
319/393-2013 or Cindy Gewecke at 319/929-3077 (text accepted
with your name) 24 hours in advance of the event. RSVP helps to
provide notification in case of cancellation of the event.

Bethany will almost always hold worship services, even in bad
weather. Use your judgement to determine if it is safe to travel.
Cancellations are posted on channels 2, 7 and 9.

Please note that any 2025 contributions should be postmarked
or brought to the church office by December 31st.

Our Calendar This Week

Today 8:30 am Divine Service (Traditional)
8:45 am LMWL Bake Sale
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Bible Study

11:00 am Divine Service (Contemporary)

1:00 pm Bethany Lutheran Food Pantry Open

Tuesday 8:00 am Prayer in the Square - Greene Square
9:00 am Walking for Exercise
1:30 pm Prayer Group

6:00 pm Handbells

Wednesday  4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service

11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Thursday 10:00 am Christmas Day Service

Office Closed

Saturday 9:00 am Holy Yoga - Lower Level

8:30 am Divine Service (Traditional)

9:30 am Blood Pressure Check

9:45 am Sunday School

9:45 am Adult Bible Study (No Sunday School)
11:00 am Divine Service (Contemporary)

1:00 pm Bethany Lutheran Food Pantry Open

Next Sunday

Notes

Stewardship Note: Matthew 3:1-2 — “In those days John the Bap-
tist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” John prepared the way for Jesus
by preaching repentance. Then, when Jesus’ ministry was com-
plete and He was raised from the dead, He sent out His disciples
to preach “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” We never out-
grow the need for repentance — for examining our lives, turning
away from our sins, and turning toward Jesus in faith to receive

his forgiveness and strength for a renewed life of godliness.




