Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When

more than one person is present, the psalm and responses may be spoken responsively, with one

person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.
The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Introit (From Philippians 4 & Psalm 71)

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
I will hope continually
and will praise you yet more and more.
My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.
With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come;
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.
O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those to come.

Scripture Lesson (Matthew 11:2-6)

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” *And Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
good news preached to them. ®And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”




Devotional Thought
John evidently had some deep concerns about how Jesus’ ministry had developed — especially as
it seemed to be missing God’s anger over sin. Jesus, of course, did pronounce some decisive
Jjudgments on evil, as in His woes against the Pharisees in Matthew 23. But the general thrust of
Christ’s ministry was a loving acceptance of sinners in a desire to help them. Help that we all
need, even today.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life -/~ everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Praver List

Entrusting into God’s Care

- Ethel Doehrmann— hospice care

- Nathan & Sarah Federwitz— Lutheran Bible Translators

Healing

- Joleen Trent— recovering after surgery

- Karen Hass— recovering after surgery

- Neal (brother-in-law of Mark Holt) cancer
- Colby Schmitt— health issues

- Don Hein - recovering after surgery

- Darlene Eckert— recovering after fall

- Donette Piering - recovering after surgery
- Michelle Hedtke - recovering after surgery
- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Sue Kroemer - recovering after hospitalization
- Abi Clark - health issues

- Kelly Johnson - life issues




- Tom Larson - health issues
- Dave Christian - cancer treatment
- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Cindy Broadwater— Harmony Care Center

Mourning, Friends and Family of
- Dorothy (grandmother of Erin Heller)- died 11/24

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA Nationa Guard

Collect of the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by
Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Concluding Pravers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Notes and Announcements

Bethany children will share the good news of Jesus’ birth at their Children’s Christmas program!
Join us for the program at 4:00 p.m. TODAY immediately followed by a Birthday Party for Jesus.
We look forward to the message that the children have to share with us.

We will go Christmas Caroling at Cottage Grove Place on Monday, December 15. We will plan to
meet at 5:15pm for a soup supper and fellowship in the Family Life Center, followed by caroling
at 6:30pm at Cottage Grove Place in the Sedlacek Hall. Please sign up at the welcome center if
you plan to attend or if you would like to provide food items for the supper.

The LWML is also hosting a Bake Sale next Sunday the 21st with Christmas goodies. Bakers can
drop off their items on Saturday the 20th from noon-4pm.

The Bethany LWML is collecting money for Hy-
Vee gift cards for Bethany members in need.
Please consider contributing to your fellow
members at Christmas. Donations will be
collected in a basket at the back of the sanctuary
What dld you go out through December 15.
into the wilderness to Midweek Advent services continue this
see? A reed shaken by Wednesday. Please join us for a meal by the
the wind? Elders at 6:00 p.m. followed by the service at
Matthew 11215 7:00 p.m. You may pick up a copy of our Advent
Devotions at the welcome center.

The Food Pantry donation item for December
and January is laundry pods and dryer sheets.
There is also an extra request for Christmas

wrapping paper until December 17.

Bethany will almost always hold worship services, even in bad weather. Use your judgement to
determine if it is safe to travel. Cancellations are posted on channels 2, 7 and 9.

Please note that any 2025 contributions should be postmarked or brought to the church office
by December 31st.

Join us for Christmas Services:
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:30 pm and 11:00 pm
Thursday, December 25th at 10 am




