Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

December 7, 2025 A.D. The Second Sunday in Advent

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with
the words in bold type. The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm From Isaiah 40 & Psalm 105

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.

He remembers his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Scripture Lesson Matthew 3:1-12

'In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, *Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when
he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

*Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. *Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him, %and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in
keeping with repentance. >And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our




father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. '°Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.

1] baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into
the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

John the Baptist’s call to repentance prepared people for the first coming of our Lord. But his
message is still true for those of us who await Jesus’ coming again in glory. Repentance,
(sorrow over our sin and faith in Jesus to forgive us) is still required to be ready for when Jesus
comes. For it is only through faith that we receive forgiveness and escape the burning anger of
God’s fiery wrath.

The Nicene’ Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of S| 7)
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.




The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Prayer List
Entrusting into God’s Care
- Project 24 students Yvonne & Lorrine

Healing

- Joleen Trent— upcoming surgery on 12/17
- Karen Hass— recovering after surgery

- Neal (brother-in-law of Mark Holt) cancer
- Colby Schmitt— health issues

- Don Hein - recovering after surgery

- Darlene Eckert— recovering after fall

- Ethel Doehrmann- hospitalization

- Donette Piering - recovering after surgery
- Michelle Hedtke - recovering after surgery
- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Sue Kroemer - recovering after hospitalization
- Abi Clark - health issues

- Kelly Johnson - life issues

- Tom Larson - health issues

- Dave Christian - cancer treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Elda Joyner— at home

Mourning, Friends and Family of
- Dorothy (grandmother of Erin Heller)- died 11/24

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard
- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard




- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA National Guard

Collect of the Day

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming
we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Concluding Pravers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Notes and Announcements

A Parent’s Day Out will be held on Saturday, December 13 from noon to 3:00pm. For kids 3 yrs
old to 5th grade. With pizza, games, crafts and lots of fun! Sign up by using the QR code on the
flyer at the welcome center. Proceeds will benefit Bethany’s July 2026 Youth Mission Trip.

Bethany children will share the good news of Jesus’ birth at their Children’s Christmas program!
Join us for the program at 4:00 p.m. next Sunday, December 14 immediately followed by the
Birthday Party for Jesus. We look forward to the message that the children have to share with
us.




The Bethany LWML is collecting money for Hy-Vee gift cards for Bethany members in need.
Please consider contributing to your fellow members at Christmas. Donations will be collected
in a basket at the back of the sanctuary through December 15.
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We will go Christmas Caroling at Cottage
Grove Place on Monday, December 15. We
will plan to meet at 5:15pm for a soup
supper and fellowship in the Family Life
Center, followed by caroling at 6:30pm at
Cottage Grove Place in the Sedlacek Hall.
Please sign up at the welcome center if you
plan to attend or if you would like to

| provide food items for the supper.

Midweek Advent services continue this
Wednesday. Please join us for a meal by the
youth at 6:00 p.m. followed by the service
at 7:00 p.m. You may pick up a copy of our
Advent Devotions at the welcome center.

Angel Tree Christmas gifts are due today.

Please return your wrapped gift for your angel to the tree in the gathering area.

Today is the last day to order poinsettias to help us beautify the sanctuary during Christmas!
Plants cost $10 each and you may select red or white. They may be given in memory of loved
ones. Please order and pay online TODAY at bethanycr.org/signup.

The Food Pantry donation item for December and January is laundry pods and dryer sheets.
There is also an extra request for Christmas wrapping paper until December 17.

Join us for Christmas Services:

Wednesday, December 24th at 4:30 pm and 11:00 pm

Thursday, December 25th at 10 am

Bethany is looking for an Office Administrator to perform administrative and communication
functions in support of our mission. Qualified candidates will not only have the skills to work in
a modern office with other professionals, but also a heart to serve all people as we share God’s
love in our congregation and communities. A full job description is available upon request.
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