Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

The Last Sunday of the Church Year November 23rd, 2025

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with
the words in bold type. The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross "t may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Psalm Psalms 33 &134
Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!
Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,
who stand by night in the house of the LORD!
Lift up your hands to the holy place
and bless the LORD!
May the LORD bless you from Zion,
he who made heaven and earth!

Scripture Lesson (Luke 17:11-19)

10n the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. '?And as he
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance '*and lifted up their voices,
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” *When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. °Then one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; '®and he fell on his face at
Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. !"Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten
cleansed? Where are the nine? '®Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?” ' And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”

The Nicene’ Creed




I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of S| 7/
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begotten of His Father before all worlds, )

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I« of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Praver List

Thanksgiving

- Kairos (infant son of Darin & Maren Elm)- born 11/15

- Annabelle (infant dght of Ethan & Caroline Petrik)- born 11/14

Entrusting into God’s Care

- Dorothy (grandmother of Erin Heller)- end of life
- LCMS Missionaries

Healing

- Vern Piering—recovering after surgery

- Don Hein - recovering after surgery




- Darlene Eckert— recovering at the Transition Center after fall
- Ethel Doehrmann- hospitalization

- Pat (grandfather of N. Steggall) - recovering after hospitalization
- Donette Piering - recovering after surgery

- Bret (friend of Rick Heller) - cancer

- Michelle Hedtke - recovering after surgery

- Linda Patten - recovering after surgery

- Sue Kroemer - recovering after hospitalization

- Abi Clark - health issues

- Kelly Johnson - life issues

- Tom Larson - health issues

- Dave Christian - cancer treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Flaine Cook— Bickford of Marion

Mourning, friends and family of
- Loren (father of Sandy Thorington) - died 10/21

Serving Our Country

- Charles Clark - IA National Guard

- Hunter (husband of Sarah Ealy) - IA National Guard

- Eli (brother of Ashton Berberich) - Marines

- Aiden (grandson of Foremans) - US Army

- Mallory (friend of Abi Clark) - IA National Guard

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, Germany

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - A National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA National Guard

Collect of the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. Forgive Your people their
offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal
paradise; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Concluding Prayers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into




Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

T T T T T T T

I+ Borders to Thanksgiving 1~
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today we read in Luke’s Gospel that Jesus was walking along the border between
Samaria and Galilee. Today borders tend to make us a little uncomfortable. They can be a bit of
a problem. These days if you travel to another nation, crossing a border can be intimating. In
the news we see that the best minds and the kindest hearts in the world don’t know what to do
with refugees going across borders, or in some cases — stopped at borders, as they flee from
drought and civil war. Borders often define us vs. them. We vs. they. The U.S. and Mexico.
Red states and districts and blue states and districts. The SE side vs. the NE or the SW side of
Cedar Rapids. Borders are there — they’re all around us, at times causing problems, and always
defining us.

In Jesus’ time the borderlands caused so many problems, they were so troublesome, they
became the place for outsiders. The king wouldn’t live on the border — it would be too close to
those other people, the people that weren’t like him, that might be a threat to him, his family, or

his throne. So that’s where the outsiders and the unwanted tended to live. People like the 10
lepers in our Gospel lesson. With a terrible skin disease that people would be afraid of catching,
they were sent away to live out by the border of Samaria and Galilee — two regions that were not
looked all that favorably upon by good, pious Jews. But it is there, on that border where no one

else would really want to go, that we find Jesus walking, healing, and having mercy on those
who turn to Him for help. That’s something to remember - Jesus walking along that terrible
border, as we prepare to join the rest of our nation next week in celebrating a Day of
Thanksgiving - when maybe we don’t really feel like giving thanks.
Once, there was a man who suffered greatly in life. Taking a trip for his job, he suffered
a fall and was blinded. After recovering, he would find himself continuing to travel and
continuing to run into hardship. At least three times he was shipwrecked, once spending a day
and night adrift in the sea. Often, having done nothing wrong, he would be run out town, once
having to escape the authorities by climbing out of a window. Many times, he didn’t escape. He
would then be beaten and jailed in horrible conditions. Once he even had to endure an
unsuccessful execution! As if this wasn’t enough, very often he in life he would find himself
cold, hungry and thirsty. Going through all of this you may have thought that he would be
wealthy or prosperous, but he wasn’t. In fact he often referred to himself as a slave. And yet,
despite all of these hardships that he suffered in life, just listen to what he once wrote:
I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty
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and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. —
Philippians 4:11-13.
The man I was telling you about is, of course, St. Paul who wrote those words in his letter
to the Philippians. His life was a stark contrast to most of ours. Next week if we do not find
ourselves enjoying a feast of our favorite foods, most of us will at least not be in need. And in
fact, after service today, we are all invited to a delicious meal prepared for us. This is a far cry
from the dark prisons Paul would often find himself in where people prayed for death.

So how could Paul be content? How could he thank God for anything or urge that
“thanksgivings be made for all people”. The answer is the One who strengthens him. The
answer is Jesus Christ.

You see, many times during his life, Paul would find himself along a border. Not a geo-
political boundary, but a border between a life apart from God and a life with God. This would
be a border between a life of sin and one of forgiveness. In essence, a border between death and
life. And Paul knew that at various times of his life he was on the wrong side of that border and

wasn’t able to cross it by himself. But Christ would come to him along those borders, because
that is often where Jesus walks. Not with judgment or God’s wrath, but with mercy and healing,
just as He did with the lepers in our Gospel lesson. So Paul is content and thankful in all
circumstances because his thankfulness was not grounded in his circumstances, but in Jesus
Christ.

Some of us today may be like Paul, standing on the wrong side of the uneasy border
between a life with God and one without Him. On the wrong side of the uncomfortable border
between our sin and guilt and God’s forgiveness and peace. Or perhaps it’s another type of
border that separates us from where we are and where we want to be. One between a
Thanksgiving feast with loved ones or by being alone. Maybe that border is death, separating us
from our loved ones who are on the other side of the grave this holiday season.

But whatever border you find yourself on today, remember where Jesus walks - along all
of the borders in life, bringing healing and showing mercy. Paul knew this, seeing God’s power
and love in Jesus, and so he was content whatever the circumstances. The Samaritan leper who
was healed knew where Jesus walked with mercy and healing, and he came back to Jesus to be

thankful. And today we know all of these blessings through Christ because not only did Jesus
walk along the border between Samaria and Galilee or along the metaphorical borders of our
lives. But He also walked across the border of the city of Jerusalem. And there, outside of the
city, he walked to the place called Golgotha, carrying the cross on which He would be crucified.
And there, crossing over from life, to death, only to cross from death to life again in three days,
Jesus removed the border between us and God, our sin and forgiveness, death and eternal life.
We may not have all that we want, but with faith in Him we do have forgiveness and eternal life.
And because that depends upon Christ’s death and resurrection, there is nothing that can take that
away from us. So whatever circumstance we may find ourselves in, we will always have a
reason to be thankful this Thanksgiving and every day that follows. Amen.
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Notes and Announcements

Join us for Thankful Hearts, a worship concert at Bethany to support the Bethany Lutheran Food
Pantry tonight at 7:00 p.m. A freewill offering will be collected to benefit the pantry.




Thanksgiving Eve service with communion will be held on Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m.
We will decorate the sanctuary for Christmas after the service if you can stay to help!

Midweek Advent services begin December 3, 10, and 17. Please join us for meals at 6:00 followed by
service at 7:00 p.m. Starting today you may pick up a copy of our Advent Devotions at the welcome
center.

Today is your last day to sign up for the Christmas Concert at the Paramount Theatre featuring Luke
Viertel on Saturday, December 13 at 7:30 p.m at the Paramount Theatre. Tickets for Bethany
members are $40/person. To order, please sign up at the Welcome Center or online at
bethanycr.org/signup.

Angel Tree is a ministry that provides Christmas gifts for children who have a parent who is
incarcerated. Our Angel Tree will be up by November 26. Please take an angel from the tree, purchase
a gift for the child, and return your gift to Bethany by December 7.

Help us beautify the sanctuary during Advent with poinsettias! Plants cost $10 each and you may
== select red or white. They may be given in memory of
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e f ]L_ - loved ones. Please order and pay online by December 7
V I© at bethanycr.org/signup.

The Bethany LWML is collecting money for Hy-Vee gift
cards for Bethany members in need. Please consider
contributing to your fellow members at Christmas.

'y Donations will be collected in a basket at the back of the
118 *4 sanctuary November 30-December 15.
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Bethany children will share the good news of Jesus’
birth at their Children’s Christmas program! Join us for
the program at 4:00 p.m. on December 14. Families, remember rehearsals on December 6 &
December 13 from 10:00 a.m. to noon.

A Parent’s Day Out will be held on Saturday, December 13 from noon to 3:00pm. For kids 3 yrs old
to 5th grade. With pizza, games, crafts and lots of fun! Sign up by Wednesday, December 3 using the
QR code on the flyer at the welcome center. Proceeds to benefit Bethany’s July 2026 Youth Mission
Trip.

We will go Christmas Caroling at Cottage Grove Place on Monday, December 15. We will plan to
meet at 5:15pm for a soup supper and fellowship in the Family Life Center, followed by caroling at
6:30pm at Cottage Grove Place in Sedlacek Hall. Please sign up at the welcome center if you plan to
attend or if you would like to provide food items for the supper.

Stewardship Note: Matthew 25:2 — “Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.” A truly wise man,
as Jesus once said, builds on the Word of Jesus. There is no other foundation which will stand. Any
other path is a foolish one. His Word leads to life, and to depart from His Word leads to death. Clinging
to His Word, we know we have His blessing.




