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Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families 
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294) 

 

April 7, 2024 A.D.                          The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families.  When 

more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken 

responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with 

the words in bold type.  The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all. 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Introit    (I Peter 2 and Psalm 105) 

 

P  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 

salvation— 

C   if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

 

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on 

Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the Sermons tab and then continue with the 

Nicene Creed.  Everyone else may continue the service as printed…. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scripture Lesson   (John 20:19-31) 

 
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
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has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if 

you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 

his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 

into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 

he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 

my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 

said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 

this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

(Pastor’s thoughts on this text are included at the end of this service.) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Bethany’s Prayer List 

 

Entrusting into God’s Care  

- Mickie Sjullie - employment search 

- Persecuted Christians and refugees 

- Peace in Europe and throughout the world 

- Project 24 students, Yvonne and Lorine 

  

Healing  

- Tina Freese - recovering after surgery 

- Chuck Stoelting - hospice care 

- Bonnie Bubke - recovering after hospitalization 

- Deb Heitland - health issues 

- Erin Wilson - recovering after surgery 

- Marvie Foreman - recovering after surgery 

- Aaron Moffett - recovering after eye surgery 

- Ron Prescott - health issues 

- Kris Dunn - recovering after surgery 

- Kim Neuhaus - recovering after surgery 

- Cindy Broadwater - recovering after hospitalization 

- Ethel Doehrmann - immunotherapy treatment 

  

Homebound 

- Nadine Wax - Hallmar 

  

Serving Our Country 

- Amber (daughter of Ann Balvanz) - US Army, stationed in RI 

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - IA National Guard 

- Devin (friend of Kroemers) - IA Army National Guard 

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy   

- Harrison (son of Siecks) - US Army, stationed in TX 

- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA National Guard 

- Devon (friend of Hedtkes and Chitticks) - deployed to Korea   
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Collect of the Day 

Let us pray… Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 

Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Concluding  Prayers 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that following His steps we may steadfastly walk in 

the way that leads to life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord… 

Amen. 

 

Together we pray… I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

T       T       T       T       T       T       T 
 

Comments on John 20:19-31 

 

 My apologies for not having the sermon finished for this week’s Home Worship Resource, 

but I did want to share a few thoughts about our text for today with you: 

 In the second part of the reading, after Thomas makes his great confession that Jesus is 

“Lord” and “God,” Jesus tells Thomas, “Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet believed.”  Of course, Thomas is very blessed to have been 

able to see our risen Lord with his own eyes.  And I believe there are times in all of our lives that 

we wish we could have a similar experience.  (We think our Christian lives would be so much 

easier if we could just “see” Jesus once in awhile!)  But Jesus says that those who have not had a 

Thomas like experience and yet still believe are blessed.  At the time, this would have included 

very few people, but now it is certainly the case of almost all believers.  It is as true today as it 

ever has been, that there is blessing for those who have a faith that trusts God through every twist 

and turn in life without having to “see” at every turn.  As Jesus’s disciples, we should also be 

reminded that this belief in Christ without seeing is only possible through the work of the Holy 

Spirit using the Means of Grace – the Word and Sacraments. 

 It is my hope and prayer that we all continue to receive the Lord’s blessings through our 

faith in Christ, apart from always “seeing”.  And that the Holy Spirit may use the Word and 

Sacraments to grant us such faith. 

 

        May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

         T Pastor Erickson  


