Z:::l Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families

Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

February 4, 2024 A.D.  The 5" Sunday after the Epiphany

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with
the words in bold type. The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross *I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm From Psalm 13

I will sing to the LORD,

because he has dealt bountifully with me.

Consider and answer me, O LORD my God,;
light up my eyes, lest | sleep the sleep of death,
lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,”

lest my foes rejoice because | am shaken.

But | have trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on
Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the Sermons tab and then continue with the
Nicene Creed. Everyone else may continue the service as printed....

Scripture Lesson (Mark 1:29-39)

2Immediately [Jesus] left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John. ¥*Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him
about her. 31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she
began to serve them.

2That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons.
3And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 3*And he healed many who were sick with
various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

%And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to
a desolate place, and there he prayed. *8And Simon and those who were with him searched for him,
37and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” *®And he said to them, “Let




us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” **And he went
throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Sermon J« How It Seems *I+ (A copy is included at the end of this service.)

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of S| )
GOd, 2> Syt
begotten of His Father before all worlds, )

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ~}« of the world to come. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.




Bethany’s Praver List

Thanksgiving

- Baptism of Adelaide Childs (daughter of Natalie & Tyler)
- Baptism of Nora Steggall (daughter of Natalie & Tyler)

- New Bethany members

- Abi Clark - stable health

- Emily Kroemer - stable health

Entrusting into God’s Care

- Persecuted Christians and refugees

- Peace in Europe and throughout the world
- Project 24 students, Yvonne and Lorine

Healing

- Ron Prescott - health issues

- Betty Happel - recovering after surgery

- Loren (relative of Barb Deetz) - health issues

- Charlie (relative of Barb Deetz) - health issues
- Kris Dunn - recovering after surgery

- Luci Stoelting - recovering after hospitalization
- Kevin Hansen - recovering after hospitalization
- Ray McGraw - recovering after surgery

- Kim Neuhaus - recovering after surgery

- Lora Raymon - recovering after surgery

- Carolyn Johnson - recovering after surgery

- Cindy Broadwater - recovering after hospitalization
- Kelly Johnson - healing

- Philip Hackbardt - recovering after surgery

- Ethel Doehrmann - immunotherapy treatment

- Doug Knutson - immunotherapy treatment

- Deb Heitland - health issues

Homebound
- Nadine Wax - at home

Mourning, friends and family of
- Adam (friend of Cindy Goerdt) - died 1/20

Serving Our Country

- Ben (son of Kroemers) - IA National Guard

- Devin (friend of Kroemers) - IA Army National Guard

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - US Navy
- Harrison (son of Siecks) - US Army, stationed in TX

- Jordan (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - IA National Guard




Collect of the Day

Let us pray... O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on
the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Concluding Prayers

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Together we pray... | thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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- How It Seems I«
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

There is an old saying that claims things are not always what they seem to be. We find this
to be the case many times in the Bible. In the Old Testament we find a tiny, little nation known as
Israel, wedged between the great empires of Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon. We would think that
the Israelites would be a mere footnote in history, wiped away by any one of these great empires,
yet they aren’t. They survived because they are, contrary to all appearances, God’s chosen people
through whom He would bless the world.

In the New Testament we find an interesting man walking through Galilee, teaching and
preaching. And though He does a miracle here and there, most people at the time looked at Him
as nothing special. In fact many hated Him, and even accused Him of being a criminal so that He
would be tortured and die upon a cross. This man was of course, not just a man, but the Son of
God — Jesus Christ.




There are many other examples in the Bible of where things are not always what they seem.
Just look at our text today when we catch a glimpse of Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum and things
appear to be going very well. Jesus heals the mother-in-law of Simon, who eventually becomes
known as Peter. Jesus also healed many others, and even drove out demons from those people
who were possessed by them. Because of all this, Jesus became very popular, so popular in fact
that when He goes off by Himself early one morning the disciples chastise Him saying “Everyone
is looking for you!” They think that things are going so well and they want them to continue. But
as we know, things are not always what they seem.

Despite the appearance of success in Capernaum, Jesus did not come just to heal the sick
and drive out demons. He did these things to show people His power and also because He had
compassion on them. But that was not the real reason He had come. And when the people He was
with, even the disciples, only saw Him as one who could make people well, He had to move on.
He had to move on because He was with us to heal, but not just our physical diseases, but more
importantly our spiritual disease of sin. Jesus came to deliver us, not just from demon possession,
but from something much more fearful and deadly - our own sin.

In Mark 8:31 we read, “And [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and
after three days rise again.” Contrary to what many may think, this is why Jesus came into this
world. He came to die on the cross and to be raised to life so that every man, woman, and child
could be forgiven. The forgiveness of sins, through His life, death, and resurrection is the central
point of Jesus’ teaching. It is what the Bible is all about and the foundation on which our entire
faith and lives as Christians rest.

As disciples of Christ, we need to be reminded of this from time to time for two reasons.
First because there is a tendency for us to be like the disciples and crowds in Capernaum, wanting
Jesus to perform this or that miracle, meanwhile neglecting who He really is and what He really
came to do.

All of us are all too aware of the problems that sin cause in our lives. Our own disobedience
has taken us out of paradise where we would live forever and put us in a damaged world where we
get sick. How many of us have been to the doctor, the dentist, or the optometrist because we are
not well. We might say that we are there because we ate too many cheeseburgers, or didn’t floss,
or read too much with too little light — and that may be true. But the reason that sickness is even
around in the first place is because we have ruined God’s creation with our sin.

Sin that not only destroys our bodies, but also our relationships with one another. How
many marriages and families have been destroyed because of sin? Again we might lay the blame
on any number of social or psychological reasons, but behind all these lies our own sin. Our very
own bodies rebelling against God.

The second reason we need to be reminded that Jesus came to forgive sins is that when we
are confronted with sickness or death or broken marriages and friendships - if we only call out to
God to fix the body or the relationship, we are only asking God to put a patch on the problem.
Doing this is like being stabbed and having doctor give you morphine but not taking the knife out
or stopping the bleeding. Jesus came to take the knife out. He came not just to comfort, but to
heal us by forgiving our sin.

This is now where we find our strength to live as God’s people. Jesus had two disciples
who did similar things, but ended up with very different results. On the one hand you have Judas,
whose betrayal of Jesus for thirty silver coins led to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. On the other
hand you have Peter, who did not betray Christ for money, but denied even knowing Him to save




his own skin. Not just once mind you, but three times. These are both terrible sins, but look what
happened to each of the sinners. Judas hanged himself in despair, while Peter became one of the
most influential men in all of history by being a leader in the very early church. And so what was
the difference between these two men, these two sinners? It wasn’t their sin, nor was it their ability
to go back and fix the problem or make up for it. Rather, it was faith that Jesus could and would
forgive them. It was the faith that reminded us that no matter how evil they were, the blood of
Christ washed their sins away. Judas did not have this faith, but Peter did.

With faith in Christ, your life and your problems immediately change. Within our families
and circle of friends we no longer need to carry the burden of guilt caused by our own lies and
betrayals, for they were nailed to the cross with Christ. And when we look at Christ on the cross
through our eyes of faith and realize that He is there not just for us, but for our husbands and wives,
for our children and parents, for our friends, and even our enemies, it becomes impossible to hate
or hold a grudge against them. | know that some of you have enemies that you refuse to forgive,
and think that all of this is just fanciful thinking. There are also times where we believe that
forgiving, instead of seeking revenge, is a sign of weakness. But remember that you once were an
enemy of God because of your sin against Him, but by the same death on the cross, that should
lead us to forgive others no matter what they have done to us, we have been forgiven by God no
matter what we have done to Him. If you think it’s impossible to forgive your enemy, just think
of what God did for you. Luther says that to be in the Kingdom of Christ is to be among your
enemies, for this is what Christ Himself did. To those who do not want to forgive and be with
those who wrong them, but rather sit among the “roses and lilies” Luther says, “You blasphemers
and betrayers of Christ! If Christ had done what you are doing who would ever be spared!?!” A
citizen of God’s kingdom forgives, because he or she has been forgiven.

This is why Jesus came and this is what He preached. If Christ does look with
mercy and compassion upon us and perform modern miracles then let us be the first to thank Him
for these blessings. But let us always thank Him for His death resurrection that takes away our
sins. For with forgiveness we have life, eternal and everlasting life. But in Christ we also find
strength to live as His people. To the world this strength may look weak or inadequate — just as
the nation of Israel looked to the empires around it, or as Jesus looked to those trying to kill Him.
But as with Israel and Jesus, our strength is not always what it seems. For our strength and power
lies in God Himself.
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