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Living and Sharing God’s Love 

Family Faith Night is a new Bethany ministry for families with school-aged children! Students in preschool 
through high school and their parents are invited to join us on the second Wednesday of the month. Our 
first Family Faith Night will launch on Wednesday, August 10. A meal is served at 5:30 p.m. and 
the program is held 6:00-7:30 p.m.  
 

In 2022-2023, the theme will be “The Tree of Life,” using lessons from Concordia Publishing House. The 
“Tree of Life” lesson in August will be “The Beginning of Our Story” from the book of Genesis. 
 

At Family Faith Night, families will start off all together in one large group. We’ll watch a skit to learn the 
Bible lesson, sing worship songs, and have family discussion time. After large group time, we’ll split into 
three separate groups:  
• Adults will attend a parent fellowship and learning session 
• Students in grades 7-12 will have a youth Bible study activity 
• Students in preschool through 6th grade will participate in games and activities 

 

The purpose of Family Faith Night is to help families encourage one another, point one another to Christ, 
and grow together in faith. Your family is sure to find value in this monthly, high-energy evening! 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.  
The link to sign up is at www.bethanycr.org/children-youth 

Use your phone camera to access the link to the online signup 

Don’t have school-aged children but still want to be involved? Everyone is welcome, and we could always 
use volunteers! Please use the same link (bethanycr.org/children-youth) to sign up to volunteer, or call the 
church office at 364-6026 to learn more about ways to be involved and support this ministry. 
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 In 1975, the SS Edmund Fitzgerald was one of 
the largest, fastest ships sailing the Great Lakes.  
With a 7000 horsepower turbine engine, the 729 
foot long freighter could carry over 30,000 gross 
tons of iron ore from Minnesota to ports south.  
So, when the ship left Duluth, MN for Detroit, MI 
on November 9th with 26,000 tons of iron it 
seemed like it would be just another run for the 
great ship. However, the day before, a storm 
formed over the panhandle of Oklahoma and be-
gan to head northeast. As the storm headed over 
Iowa and Wisconsin, the National Weather Service 
issued a gale warning for all of Lake Superior the 
same day the Fitzgerald left port. 
 Two hours after the Fitzgerald left port, the 
SS Arthur M. Anderson which was headed for Gary, 
Indiana, spotted the Fitzgerald and would make the 
journey across Lake Superior with her, never more 
than 20 miles apart.  The captains of the two ships 
decided to abandon the usual shipping route for a 
more northerly course, hoping the Canadian shore-
line would offer them some protection from the 
incoming storm. At first, the decision seemed to 
pay off, as the two ships sailed relatively smoothly 
across the largest of the Great Lakes. But at 3:30 
p.m. on the 10th, with the wind blowing at a steady 
50 mph and waves running up to 16 feet, the Fitz-
gerald reported “a fence rail down, two vents lost or 
damaged, and a list.”  What caused this damage, no 
one knows. But at 4:10 p.m. things seemed to have 
gotten worse, as the Fitzgerald reported that it had 
now lost both of its radars and would be unable to 
navigate by herself.  As the Anderson began helping 
the Fitzgerald navigate the treacherous waters 
around Whitefish Point, she radioed the Fitzgerald at 
7:10 p.m. concluding the conversation by asking, 
“Oh, by the way, how are you making out with 
your problem?” The Fitzgerald replied, “We are 
holding our own.”  Those were the last words any-
one ever heard from the SS Edmund Fitzgerald.  She 
sank with her entire crew of  29 souls. 
 I’ve found the last words of the Fitzgerald to 
be sadly intriguing. Damaged in a terrible storm, 

everything was not all right with this ship.  Yet the 
captain, Ernest McSorly, who was an experienced 
captain on the Great Lakes and has been cleared of 
any wrongdoing or negligence, radioed that they 
were holding their own. Was this pride? Ignorance?  
Fatal optimism? It seems that we’ll never know.  
But what I do know, is that I hear a version of 
those same words from people today who are fac-
ing equally dangerous situations. 
 Having just returned from the LC-MS 
Youth Gathering, the other adult leaders and I had 
opportunities to hear how the young people of our 
nation and society are doing these days.  And while 
I can’t speak for the other leaders, I was once again 
shocked at the challenges our kids face today. The 
rates of anxiety, depression and hopelessness are 
truly staggering, as are the rates of those kids who 
struggle addictions and problems at school or at 
home. Throw in all of the problems that come with 
social media and other technologies and the prob-
lems become even worse.  Many of our kids are, or 
are at risk of becoming, damaged ships in a stormy 
sea. Yet if we only casually ask them, “How are you 
making out with your problems?” we shouldn’t be 
surprised when we hear a version of the less than 
honest answer, “I’m holding my own,” while they 
may unknowingly be headed to the bottom of the 
sea. 
 Because of this, I’m excited about many of 
the ministries here at Bethany, but especially our 
new Family Faith Night. This ministry will help our 
youth and families “hold their own” in the world 
today by holding on to Jesus Christ. Because He 
can literally and figuratively calm the storms in our 
lives, I pray that we all can take advantage of this 
opportunity, or others at Bethany like it, to grow in 
our faith and trust in Him together.   
  
 T Pastor Erickson 

“We are holding our own.” 
 The SS Edmund Fitzgerald on November 10, 1975 at 7:10pm 
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Thanksgiving: 
Youth and chaperones that attended the National Youth Gathering 
in Houston, 7/9-7/12 
Lorelei - recovering after surgery 
 
Illness, injuries, health issues:  
Derek (son of *Hackbardts) - health issues 
Victoria (mother of *Janet Hoech)- health issues 
LaVonne (mother of *Dave Karsten)- recovering after fall 
Dan (father of *Michelle Wiersig) - recovering after surgery 
Teri (relative of *Schoens)- health issues 
Dave (relative of *Jennet Volden)- bike accident 
Judy (relative of *Brenda Heims)- health issues 
Tom Mark (former member)- recovering after accident 
Alyse (granddaughter of *Janelle Dunbar)- brain tumor 
Andrew (relative of *B Heims)- recovering after surgery 
Hayden (relative of *Bonnie Bubke)- brain disorder  
Gwendolyn- (friend of *Karen Swanson)- terminal illness  
John (nephew of *Bonnie Bubke)- health issues  
Ruth (friend of *Velma Ziesemer)- health issues  
Rod (nephew of *Bonnie Bubke)- Parkinson’s Disease  
 

Safety:  

Ben - serving in the Iowa National Guard 

Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of *Schoens & *Smith)- U.S. Navy 

Harrison (son of *Siecks)- U.S. Army 

 

Local/National/World:  

Local, state, and national leaders  

Victims of floods, hurricanes, fires and disasters  

 

Grief, family and friends of:  

Tami (friend of *Becky Thur)- died 7/12 
*John Siebenmann– died 7/10 
LaBelle (mother of *Rick Foreman)- died 6/22 
Rick (friend of *Kay Karsten)- died 6/14 

Homebound members of Bethany:  

*Wayne Schilling– Linn Manor Care Center, Marion 

Candi Engel–  Garnett Place 

*Nadine Wax– at home 

*Del Block– The Gardens 

*Tom Stock– at home 

*Larry & *Sharon Easler– Summit Pointe, Marion 

*Darlene Eckert–  at home 

*Valerie Koelper– Grand Living on Indian Creek 

*Melba Davison– Terrace Glen Village, Marion 

*Shirley Kellogg– at home 

*Betty Hein– at home 

 

Cancer/Hospice:  

Patrick (friend of *Mary Vezina)- cancer treatment 
John (friend of *Dunns)- chemo treatment 
Ron (brother of *Ray McGraw)- cancer treatment 
Shauna (niece of *Schmiths)- cancer 
Jerry (brother of *Ronda Anderson)- cancer treatment 
Karen (friend of *Laura Holt)- cancer 

John (brother of *Donice McDonald)- cancer 

Rose (friend of *Kay Karsten)- cancer treatments 

Karen (mother of Bethany friend)- cancer treatment 

Karen (relative of *Carol Grimminger)- hospice care 

Marcia (relative of *Brenda Heims)- cancer 

Oz (father of *Dathan Hinrichs & *Josie Hester)- cancer 
treatment 

Tony (friend of *Mike Thomas)- cancer  

David (relative of *Hasses)- cancer immunotherapy  

Julie (friend of *Brenda Heims)- cancer  

Janet (friend of *Brenda Heims)-cancer  

Chad (son of *Vicki Huschka)- leukemia  

Bethany Prayers 
 

Do you have prayer requests? Let us know if you would like your request added to the prayer list, 
the email prayer chain, or both. Call 364-6026 or email requests to nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com. 

PRAYER PAGE 

Prayer Chain 
 
Are you a prayer warrior? If you would like to receive periodic 
prayer requests from the congregation via email, please contact 
the church office at office.bethanycr@gmail.com to be added to 
the prayer chain email list. 
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Monday, August 1 
          6:00 pm  Trustees 
Tuesday, August 2 
           6:00 pm      Evangelism 
 Wednesday, August 3 
            6:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
            6:00 pm  Leader Mtg. for Family Faith Night 
Thursday, August 4 
             9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
             6:00 pm  Human Care            
             7:00 pm  Christian Faith Class 
Saturday, August 6 
             9:00 am  Holy Yoga  
Sunday, August 7 
             1:00 pm  Food Pantry Open  
Monday, August 8 
              6:00 pm  Stephen Ministry Supervision 
              7:00 pm  Elders’ Meeting 
Tuesday, August 9 
              9:00 am    Quilting  for World Relief 
              7:00 pm  Church Council 
Wednesday, August 10 
             6:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
             5:30 pm  Family Faith Night Meal 
             6:00 pm  Family Faith Night 
Thursday, August 11 
             9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
             7:00 pm  Christian Faith Class 
Saturday,  August 13 
             9:00 am  Holy Yoga - Opening Room 
Sunday, August  14 
           12:15 pm     Board of Ed  
             1:00 pm  Food Pantry Open 
Monday, August 15 
             9-11 am     Adult VBS 

Tuesday, August 16 
              9-11 am  Adult VBS  
Wednesday, August 17 
             6:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
             9-11 am  Adult VBS 
             4:00 pm  Cottage Grove Devotions 
             6:00 pm  High School Youth 
Thursday, August 18 
              9-11 am  Adult VBS               
            11:00 am  Senior Worship 
             3:00 pm  Joy training - FLC 
             7:00 pm  Christian Faith Class 
Saturday, August 20 
             9:00 am  Holy Yoga - Opening Room 
Sunday, August 21 
             1:00 pm  Food Pantry Open 
Monday, August 22 
              6:00 pm  Stephen Ministry Cont. Ed  
Wednesday, August 24 
             6:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
             6:00 pm  High School Youth 
Thursday, August 25 
              9:00 am  Adult Bible Study  
Saturday,  August 27 
             9:00 am  Holy Yoga - Opening Room 
           12:00 pm  Joy Training - FLC 
Sunday, August 28 
              9:30 am     Blood Pressure Check  
              1:00 pm  Food Pantry Open 
Monday, August 29 
              1:30 pm  LWML Board Mtg.  
              2:30 pm  Stephen Minister Leader Mtg.  
Wednesday, August 31 
             6:00 am  Men’s Bible Study 
             6:00 pm  High School Youth 
             6:00 pm  Confirmation Orientation 

August Evangelism Challenge 
 

There are simple ways we can all live and share God’s love with those 
around us. Last month, your evangelism challenge was to pray for your 
server if you went out to eat. 
 
This month, your evangelism challenge is to bless a stranger with a 
“drive-through blessing.” If you go through a drive through this 
month,  offer to pay for the order of the vehicle behind you! 

AUGUST CALENDAR 
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8/1 Eric Freese 
 Marge Grovert 
 Kora Urban 
8/2 Dustin Bricker 
 John Hutcheson 
8/3 Brad Easler 
8/4 Gary Kaufman 
 Spencer Kress 
8/6 Angie Pfeil 
 Patty Fratzke 
8/7 Richard Hass 
 Ed Schumacher 
8/9 Deb Heitland 
 Leisa Knudson 
8/10 Vern Happel 
 Brenda Heims 

8/10 Pam Kaufman 
 Sharon Ramsey 
8/11 Ellen Holt 
8/12 Del Block 
 Josie Hester 
8/13 Doreta Bogner 
 Craig Riffey 
8/15 Lucas Heller 
8/16 Mya Chamberlin 
 Claire Brusius 
8/17 Ryne Chamberlin 
 Carolina Rinderknecht 
8/19 Elaine Willett 
 Josh Bricker 
8/20 Paul LeFevere 
 Nevaeh Duve 

8/20 Leo Hinz 
8/22 E.J. Brink 
 Nikki Stackhouse 
 Adalyn Gates 
8/23 Donna Birkicht 
 Talan Robinson 
8/25 Karen Pfeffer 
 Dale Stonewall 
8/26 Matt Rinderknecht 
 Michelle Wiersig 
8/27 Janine Schmitt 
8/28 Nylotis Moeller 
 Drew Zimmerman 
8/29 Charles Stoelting 
8/30 Pete Larson 
 Joyce Fritz 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

8/1 Mike & Cindy Goerdt  
 Robby & Andrea Russman 
8/2 Corey & Nikki Stackhouse 
8/3 Greg & Kris Dunn 
8/4 Mike & Amy Diers 
8/6 Dave & Lori Dohrmann 
8/8 Jim & Deb Heitland 
8/9 Ryan & Liz Corey 

8/11 Cleo & Josie Hester 
 Cody & Rebecca Ballstaedt 
8/12 Kenny & Ellie Smith 
8/14 Ben & Dawn Mims 
8/15 Tom & Debbie Mills 
 Tyler & Kaylee Hedtke 
8/16 Joel & Katia Knutson 
8/29 Josh & Marissa Keldgord 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Adult Vacation Bible School 
 

Mark your calendar: Adult VBS will be held August 15-18 at Bethany. All 
adults are welcome to join us 9:00-11:00 a.m. each day for study, fellowship, 
Bible trivia, hymn singing and refreshments. 
 

Beyond God's promise of a Savior just after the fall in Genesis 3:15, do we 
really see much of Christ in the Old Testament? Well, if we take His New 
Testament words to heart, we must! Jesus says, “You search the Scriptures…
and it is they that bear witness to me!” (John 5:39). So this year in Adult 
VBS, Pastor Erickson will lead the class in a discussion on “The Messiah: 
Revealing Jesus in the Old Testament,” a new study from Concordia Pub-
lishing House. Please sign up at the Welcome Center to attend. 
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Nursery Now Staffed 
 
The Bethany nursery is now staffed during 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. services. Of course, little 
ones are always welcome to join us in the sanc-
tuary during service, but families are invited to 
utilize the nursery whenever needed! Families 
do not need to sign up to use the nursery. 
Please bring your child to the nursery at any 
point during the 11:00 service, and check them 
in on the sign-in sheet. 

Each Sunday, two volunteers are needed to staff the nursery. If you would like to 
volunteer, please sign up at www.bethanycr.org/serve. If this is your first time 
serving, please contact Nurse Ronda at nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com so you can com-
plete Child Abuse Prevention training.  

       Use your phone camera to access the link to the online signup 

Thank You 

 
Thank you so much for your support of our loss with your cards and thoughts 
and prayers. It’s these actions of love and leadership that we enjoy at this time!  
       - Rick & Marvie Foreman 

Toilet Paper Challenge 
 
We purchased 360 rolls of toilet pa-
per for our food pantry through a 
Thrivent Action Team. Let’s rally to 
double that! Our goal for this chal-
lenge is to collect 360 more rolls by 
July 31.  
 
As of July 24 we had collected 266 
rolls. Can we bring in 94 more on 
July 31? All toilet paper donations 
will be used to support our neigh-
bors who visit Bethany Lutheran 
Food Pantry. 

mailto:nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com
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Quilts for World Relief 
 
Please join us on Tuesday, August 9 in the Family Life Center. We will tie quilts 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon; any amount of time you can give is appreciated. If you 
plan to stay through the noon hour, feel free to bring a sack lunch. Contact Bet-
ty Happel or Donna Bogner for details.  

Joy’s Journal 
 

Happy August, Bethany FURiends! Whew, what a busy sum-
mer it’s been! I’m continuing my monthly visits at Winslow 
House and Cottage Grove Place and am now going to visit 
monthly at the Vinton Lutheran Home. I met a lot of nice 
people there on my last visit, including a retired pastor. I’ve 
also learned how to swim this month and got to visit the VBS 
kiddos from Zion Lutheran Church. And I’m hoping to see a 
lot of you at Family Faith Nights starting August 10! 

Joy 

Vocal Choir 
 
Choir will start back up at Bethany early this fall! We would love to 
know who is interested in enriching the traditional service through 
singing. If you have questions about choir or are interested in joining, 
please contact Ryanne Molinari at organist.bethanycr@gmail.com. 
Please look for more information to come about choir. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! I love being your Comfort Dog! 

Women’s Group 
 
Women’s group will resume on September 12! All women are welcome to 
join us at Bethany on Mondays at 10:00 a.m. On September 12 the group 
will start the book, “God’s Relentless Love” by Sharla Fritz, a study on 
the book of Hosea.  
 
If you would like Nurse Ronda to order a book for you, please contact 
her at nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com or call the church office by August 10. 
The books cost $15 each.  
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Senior Worship 

Thursday, August 18, 2022 
Senior Worship Service at 11:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Luncheon to follow 

If  you plan to attend, please call the church at 319-364-6026  
to help us plan accordingly for lunch. 

Kith & Kin Visitor Ministry 
 

Our congregation has members that are 
unable to attend church. “Kith & 
Kin” (Kith & Kin means “friends and 
relatives”) is a new visitor ministry at 
Bethany to reach out to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ and to grow in fellowship 
as a church and community. We are ask-
ing for your help by contacting one of 
our homebound members once a month, 
for one year. It can be by email, phone, 
snail-mail, or better yet, in person! 

If you are interested in uplifting and encouraging members who can’t join us on Sundays, please sign up 
at the Welcome Center by August 14. You will be able to indicate your communication preferences so 
that you may be paired with someone who would like to be contacted in that way. Partnerships will begin 
after Labor Day. For more information, please call the church office at 319-364-6026. 

Anniversary Celebration 
 

Bethany is blessed to have called Pastor Erickson to 
shepherd our congregation ten years ago. This calls 
for a celebration! On August 21 at 12:30 we will en-
joy a meal together, followed by a tribute to Pastor 
Erickson. Please make plans to attend and sign up 
your household at the Welcome Center so we know 
how much food to order. A basket for cards/gifts 
will be available on the day of the celebration. 
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LCMS Youth Gathering 
 

Bethany youth have returned from the LCMS Youth Gathering in 
Houston! Thousands of teenage Lutherans from around the world 
gathered for a time of worship, learning, and fun.  

On Sunday, July 31, youth will share about their experience learning about “Christ In All Things.” Please 
plan to attend their presentation during the education hour (9:45 a.m.) in the Family Life Center. 
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Join Bethany’s team for the 1-mile family walk, 5K walk, or 5K run. Bethany team 
members must be signed up by September 11. Registration is $32, and will increase to 
$37 after September 1. Please sign up online at runsignup.com/RaceGroups/34374 
and scroll down to select the team “Bethany Lutheran Church..”  

      Use your phone camera to access the link to the online signup 

Especially for You Race Against Breast Cancer 
 
The Especially for You Race Against Breast Cancer will be 
held on Sunday, October 9 at 8:00 a.m. This is the 32nd an-
nual race raises money for area women to have access to life-
saving screenings. 

Wanted: Coffee Makers! 
 
Enjoy having coffee on Sunday mornings? We could use a few 
more volunteers to make coffee. New volunteers will be trained.  
If you are interested in serving in this way, please sign up at 
the coffee counter, or call the church office for information. 

Help Run Worship Slides 
 
Like using computers? We could use a few more volunteers to op-
erate worship slides for Sunday services! No experience is required. 
You will be trained and will work with a partner until you are ready 
to operate video on your own. If you would like to serve, please 
email the church office at office.bethanycr@gmail.com, call the 
office at 364-6026, or contact Greg Dunn.  

Know a Seminary Student? 
 
Bethany has the opportunity to sponsor two seminary students at Concordia Seminaries. We sponsor 
students from Concordia in Fort Wayne and Concordia in St. Louis each year. We will now be sponsoring 
two new students and can request a student. If you know of a friend or relative who will be starting at 
Concordia Seminary, we can request to sponsor them. Please contact the office at 364-6026.  
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Thrivent Choice 
 
Each year Thrivent credits members with dollars that can be contributed to Lutheran-affiliated nonprofit 
organizations and congregations, including Bethany Lutheran Church. Thrivent Financial will distribute 
Choice Dollars funds directed by members to organizations monthly. Through Thrivent Choice, Bethany 
has received over $4,820 over the last 12 months. Thank you for supporting Bethany Lutheran Church 
through this program. These gifts will be directed to the Maintenance Reserve Fund for future large item 
replacement needs of the church. 
  
Eligible Thrivent Financial members need to designate their Choice 
Dollars. You can continue to designate 2022 dollars throughout the 
year. Designating is simple:  

• go to http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/  
• or call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) 

and ask for “Thrivent Choice” to designate your choice dollars to Bethany Lutheran Church today.  

Mid-Year Financial Update 
 

The church council and staff would like to take this opportunity to give you an update to the 2022 budget 
as we enter into the second half of the year. Below you will find a brief overview with 2022 budget. Please 
contact Bill Freese, treasurer, with any additional questions at treasurer.bethanycr@gmail.com. 
 

If you would like a copy of  your current giving statement, please contact Laura Holt, financial secretary, 
at 319-364-6026 or holt.laura@mchsi.com. 

As of June 30, 2022 

 Budget Actual 

Weekly Offerings $237,353.75  $243,661.74 

Expenses  $259,713.95 -  $238,542.90 

Summer Giving Made Easy! 
 

Traveling a lot this summer? Online giving is easy. Visit our website at www.bethanycr.org and click on 
the “GIVING” tab to make an offering online. Or, download the free “Vanco Mobile” app on your 
phone and find our church by searching “Bethany Lutheran” to make an offering on the app. 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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