Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

May 8th, 2022 A.D.

Good Shepherd Sunday

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When
more than one person is present, the psalm and responses may be spoken responsively, with one
person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.
The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Introit

(From John 10 and Psalm 78)
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds;
from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd Jacob his people,
Israel his inheritance.
With upright heart he shepherded them
and guided them with his skillful hand.
But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever;
from generation to generation we will recount your praise.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on
Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the Worship Resources tab and then continue
with the Apostles’ Creed. Everyone else may continue the service as printed….
_____________________________________________________________________________
Scripture Lesson

(Revelation 7:9-17)

9

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
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Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the
ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
15
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
17
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
13

Sermon – T Overcoming Tribulation T (A copy is included at the end of this service.)
______________________________________________________________________________
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life T everlasting. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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Bethany’s Prayer List
Thanksgiving
- Joy the Comfort Dog passed her Canine Good Citizen test
- John Hamm - recovered after surgery
- Kim Neuhaus - recovering after hospitalization
- Rob Willms - recovering after hospitalization
- Millie Zimmerman - recovered after surgery
- Mothers on Mothers’ Day
Entrusting into God’s Care
- Randy Schmith - servant event at Juarez/El Paso, May 14-21
- Wayne Schilling - hospice care
- The Kroemer family as they help a friend
- Persecuted Christians and refugees
- Those suffering after the storm and during the pandemic
- Peace in Europe and throughout the world
- Project 24 students, Yvonne and Lorine
Healing
- Natalie Heller - recovering after surgery
- Erin Wilson - health issues
- Faye Sieck - health issues, upcoming surgery
- Doug Knutson - cancer treatment
- John Siebenmann - health issues
- Lee Rathje - recovering after surgery
- Cindy Broadwater - relief of foot pain
- Lynn Madsen - broken wrist
- Carol Grimminger - recovering after hospitalization
- Joel Knutson - recovering after surgery
- Sharon Ramsey - recovering after surgery
- Dave Christian - recovering at home after cardiac surgery
Homebound
- Darlene Eckert - at home
Mourning
- Carol (mother of Angie Pfeil) - died 4/15
Serving Our Country
- Ben - serving in the Iowa National Guard
- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - U.S. Navy
- Harrison (son of Rob & Faye Sieck) - Deployed to Germany
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Collect of the Day
Let us pray… Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Concluding Prayers
Almighty God, You bless the earth to make it fruitful, bringing forth in abundance whatever is
needed for the support of our lives. Prosper the work of farmers and all those who labor to bring
food to our tables. Grant them seasonable weather that they may grow and gather in the fruits of
the earth in abundance and proclaim Your goodness with thanksgiving. Through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
Together we pray… I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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T Overcoming Tribulation T
In Romans 8:18 St. Paul writes, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” Like St. Paul, all of us are aware
of the sufferings of this “present time”. So to encourage us during such suffering, Paul reminds of
the glory that awaits in the future. But what exactly is this glory that is to be revealed and how do
we get it? To answer these questions and find God’s encouragement ourselves, we turn our
attention to our reading from Revelation 7.
In Revelation 4 and 5 John sees an incredible vision of heaven - he sees the throne of God
and His heavenly court. Here John sees the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, but he also sees
24 Elders representing all of God’s people as well as countless angels. But then, in chapter 6 John
sees the Lamb who was slain and yet is alive, begin to open the seals of the scroll of God’s
salvation. As the seals are opened, John sees the Four Horsemen representing war and death. He
sees Christians who have been martyred for their faith in Christ. And he sees stars falling from
the sky and the most powerful people on earth begging for the mountains to fall on them so that
they might not have to face the wrath and anger of the Lamb.
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After this, John has a vision of the Church Militant, the believers in Christ who are still
living in the sinful world that we know. But after this, John sees something that he hadn’t seen
before. He’s seen angels and Elders. He’s even seen God! But in our text John writes, “ 9 After
this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” (Revelation 7:9-10).
Back in Genesis, God promised Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as
the stars in the sky or the sand on the shore. And it is this number of people that John sees before
the throne and the Lamb. Their white robes indicate purity and righteousness; their palm branches
symbolize victory. And by attributing their salvation to God and the Lamb, they offer God the
highest of praises.
Then, once again, an elder helps John understand what he is seeing. As we mentioned last
week, angels tend to help John in Revelation, but whenever something is directly related to the
victory and salvation that comes from the Lamb, it is always an elder - someone who has shared
in our suffering and now is safely in heaven - who helps John understand what he sees. And here
one of the elders asks, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?”
(7:13). Since the elder knows the answer, he seems to have been reading the question that was in
John’s mind. For soon the elder says, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (7:14).
If we all know about the present sufferings that Paul talked about back in Romans 8, then
this countless multitude are the ones who know that those tribulations are nothing compared to the
glory that they now have! We’re still waiting for that glory to be revealed. But John has seen the
ones for whom that glory is a present reality. Their robes are not white because of their
righteousness or purity, but they have been washed by the blood of the Lamb. And far from living
an easy life, they are actually coming out of the “great tribulation”.
This helps John understand what he is seeing because John knew a thing or two about
tribulation or pain and suffering. Previously in Revelation, we have already mentioned that John
saw the Four Horsemen, the souls of Christian martyrs, and he was told to write to the Church in
Smyrna, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto
death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). John also tells us at the beginning
of Revelation that he was “a partner in tribulation” living in exile on the Island of Patmos “on
account of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” The book of Acts tells us that John’s
brother, James, was martyred (Acts 12:2) and he would have known that after Paul was stoned at
Lystra he strengthened, “the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and
saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22).
While the elder tells John that the ones he now sees are those coming out of the “great
tribulation” seems to indicate that this is a specific evil time just before Jesus returns, the fact that
the elder says they are “coming” or “continue to come out of” this tribulation tells us that all saints
in all tribulations are included in this wonderful vision. What a comfort this must have been for
John, who suffered himself and seen God’s people suffer so much because of their faith in Christ
as their Savior.
Today, while we ourselves may not be living in exile or have ever seen or even know of
someone who has been martyred for the faith, we too live in our own times of tribulation that point
to the glory of those who come through this Great Tribulation. For instance, in Matthew 24, when
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Jesus describes the last days before His second coming as the “great tribulation”, He also speaks
of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. It’s clear then that for the people of Judea and
Jerusalem, their sufferings preceding the fall of the city and the destruction of the Temple in 70
A.D. were their “great tribulation” before the end of their lives in the Holy City.
If you haven’t done so already, there will surely come a time when you will face a time of great
tribulation. The idea that Christians will never suffer or have an easy life is unbiblical and a lie of
the devil. Look at John and the many others in Scripture who suffered for their faith. Look at our
Lord, Jesus Christ, Himself and listen to His clear teachings of bearing our crosses (Matthew
16:24) and facing persecution (John 21:18). But if we see tribulation in the Scriptures, as well as
in our lives, then we must also see the comfort in God’s Word for all those who trust in the Lamb
of God. As John writes in Revelation 7:17, “For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”
As Paul wrote in Romans 8, every Christian will suffer. And some of these sufferings and
tribulations will be so great and piercing that the very faith and foundation of our hope will be
severely tried, almost to the point of despair and defeat. But don’t give up! God has not abandoned
you or stopped loving you. The Good Shepherd, the Lamb who was slain, had died for your sins
and washed you clean in His blood. Remaining faithful you will have that white robe. You’ll sing
His praises before His throne. You will have the eternal glory that’s beyond all compare from our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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