
 
1 

Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families 
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294) 

 

March 13, 2022 A.D.                      The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families.  When 

more than one person is present, the Psalm and other parts of the service may be spoken 

responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with 

the words in bold type.  The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all. 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Psalm        From Psalms 74 & 69 

 

For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

O God, why do you cast us off forever? 

Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture? 

Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which you have redeemed to be 

the tribe of your heritage! 

Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt. 

Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; 

the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary! 

For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

 

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on 

Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the Worship Resources tab and then continue 

with the Nicene Creed.  Everyone else may continue the service as printed…. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scripture Lesson   (Luke 13:31-35) 

 
31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, for 

Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons 

and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33Nevertheless, I must 

go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should 

perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings, and you would not! 35Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, 

you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 
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Sermon – T Keep Jesus Where He Belongs T  (A copy is included at the end of this service.) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
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Bethany’s Prayer List 

 

Entrusting into God’s Care 

- Wayne Schilling - hospice care 

- The Kroemer family as they help a friend 

- Brenda & Lee Heims - selling home 

- Persecuted Christians and refugees 

- Those suffering after the storm and during the pandemic 

- Peace in Europe and throughout the world 

- Vitaly & Galena (in-laws of J. Pfluger) - in Ukraine 

- Workers in the Church, at Bethany and the world 

- Project 24 students, Yvonne and Lorine 

 

Healing  

- Judy (relative of Brenda Heims) - health issues 

- Lynn Madsen - broken wrist 

- Doug Knutson - medical tests 

- Vanny (friend of Cindy Goerdt) - health issues 

- Carol Grimminger - recovering after hospitalization 

- Emily Kroemer - recovering after surgery  

- Joel Knutson - recovering after surgery 

- Donna Birkicht - recovering after surgery 

- Don Hein - recovering after surgery 

- Elaine Cook - recovering after surgery  

- Sharon Ramsey - recovering after surgery 

- Ron Prescott - back pain 

- Dave Christian - recovering at home after cardiac surgery 

- Marlys Jaspersen - recovering after surgery 

- Cindy Broadwater - recovering after surgery 

- Lee Rathje - broken wrist, recovering after fall  

 

Shut-Ins 

- Darlene Eckert - at home 

 

Mourning 

- Gene (husband of Karen Schmidt) - died 3/9 

- Linda (mother of Ryan Corey) - died 3/2 

- Maridith (former Bethany member) - died 2/23 

- Larry (brother of Ed Schumacher)- died 2/18 

- Rosalie (mother of Ronda Anderson) - died 2/17 

 

Serving Our Country 

- Ben - serving in the Iowa National Guard 

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - U.S. Navy  

- Harrison (son of Rob & Faye Sieck) - Deployed to Germany 
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Collect of the Day 

 

O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power defend us from all 

adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Concluding  Prayers 

 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to Your 

servants and all people, that peace which the world cannot give, that all hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments and also that we, and the people of the world, being defended from the fear 

of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together we pray… I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

T       T       T       T       T       T       T 
 

T Keep Jesus Where He Belongs T 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God: the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

When I was attending school at Hope College in Holland, MI I attended a lecture from by 

visiting professor from Notre Dame.  During the lecture someone asked him, If God exists why 

He doesn’t write in the sky with big letters made out of clouds or stars, “Here I am!” or “I exist”?  

Why let so many people search for God - out in nature, or inside of themselves through meditation, 

or through religious experiences that transcend the ordinary?  The essence of the question posed 

to this professor was, “Why doesn’t God simply come down from heaven and show Himself to us, 

so that everyone could believe?”  And I’ll never forget the response.  Like all good answers to 

tough questions, it was short, to the point, and right on target.  He said, “God did come down from 

heaven to reveal Himself to us, and we crucified Him when He did it!” 

 Our Scripture reading reminds us of just how much God wants to draw us closer to Him - 

to bridge that gap that our sin has made between us and our Creator.  In verse 34 Jesus says, “O 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem…How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers 

her brood under her wings…”  But Jerusalem, God’s holy city where His people dwell, doesn’t 
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want to be gathered under God’s wings anymore than people do today.  They want to go their own 

way and be their own gods.  Being under God’s wings feels so repressive.  So limiting!  So they 

kill God’s prophets; stone the ones God sends such as St. Stephen; and they crucify His Son. 

 In our text today however, it seems that we find the Pharisees trying to prevent Jesus from 

being killed.  At first, we might think that they have come around and seen the light, as we say.  

But the Pharisees are no friends of Jesus and the way of the cross.  Wishing to remain under the 

law where they believe they can save themselves with their own good deeds and therefore 

encounter God on their own terms, the Pharisees try to stop Jesus from going to Jerusalem where 

He will be killed not out of the kindness of their hearts, rather because know that if Jesus reaches 

Jerusalem and is killed there as a sacrifice for sin, their whole lifestyle will come crashing down 

around them.  They know that no longer will people be held prisoners under the law, of which they 

rule and supposedly have mastered, but people will be freed from the chains of their sin by the 

work of Christ just as He said.  Here, the Pharisees are so spiteful and so obsessed with themselves 

that they are actually trying to save Jesus, and by doing so condemn the entire world, so that they 

may remain in power. 

 Now there are not many of us today who have the power and influence in our society that 

a Pharisee had back in Jesus’ day.  And perhaps that makes the times where we want to keep Jesus 

from going to Jerusalem and the cross even worse than what we read about in Luke.  You see, how 

many times when we’re talking to others about our faith or even thinking about it in our own 

minds, do we “preach Christ crucified” as Paul says?  Do we lift up for the world to see the Son 

of God dying for our sins in Jerusalem?  Or do we think and talk about a glorious and powerful 

God?  A god that will give you riches and happiness.  One that smoothes out the bumpy road of 

life so that the ride will not be all that uncomfortable? 

 How many times do we keep Jesus off of the cross and not allow Him to save by not 

condemning sin when we see it in life?  Today many Christians and even churches mold 

themselves to conform to the world so that they won’t be rejected by parts of it.  Churches want to 

attract young adults, so they claim that sinful lifestyles are just alternative lifestyles.  We want to 

stay in the good graces of family and friends, so we do not speak the truth of God’s word, afraid 

that we’ll be looked at as holier than thou.   

 But if people don’t know their sin, they’ll never know about their need for a savior.  So, 

failing to address our own sin, or speaking God’s Law out of love, don’t we become a little bit like 

the Pharisees, more concerned with how people perceive us, than with people’s eternal salvation.  

Maybe we don’t try to keep Jesus off the cross per se, but when we act like this, we sort of cover 

Him up, and hide Him under our own vanity. 

 Thankfully, however, our God is a great God.  And there is nothing that can keep Him from 

sending prophets and apostles to us; nothing that can stop His Word being proclaimed to all 

nations; His sacraments being given out to His people; and nothing that could stop Him from going 

to the cross.  Herod tried to kill Him as a child.  The devil tempted Him in the wilderness.  The 

Pharisees tried to trap Him and keep Him out of Jerusalem, but Jesus would have none of it.  

“Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be 

that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem” (Luke 13:33).  Amazingly, Jesus is determined 

to go to Jerusalem, not to attain glory or riches for Himself, but to die on the cross.  God’s great 

love for each one of us caused Him not just to send prophets to us and others who speak His word, 

but His own Son, so that being humiliated, not glorified, but humiliated God could gather us back 

under His wings; so that God can forgive us from all of the sins that the Law condemns us with, 
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all the times when we have disappointed God and not lived or acted as we should.  God sent His 

Son so that we will be glorified through His humiliation when we face God on Judgment Day. 

 This forgiveness comes to us freely, without any merit or worthiness on our part.  We do 

nothing to receive this precious gift from God that Jesus bought for us with His own blood!  Is it 

any wonder then that people who are looking to glorify themselves reject this Good News of Jesus?  

Is it any wonder that St. Paul weeps over his fellow Jews who will not accept it?  Or any wonder 

that Jesus weeps over Jerusalem as it rejects the way of the crucified Christ. 

 That question, asked of the professor from Notre Dame was a good one.  “Why doesn’t 

God just come down from heaven..?”  And I’ll never forget the answer, “He did, and we killed 

Him.”  But let us also never forget that Jesus knew this would happen in Jerusalem and there was 

nothing, not riches, not glory, not even death itself that could stop Him from going to that city.  

There was nothing that could stop Jesus from being lifted up on the cross - nothing that can stop 

God from giving you His love.  Amen. 

 

T       T       T       T       T       T       T 
 

 

  


