
 
1 

Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families 
Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294) 

 

  January 23rd, 2022 A.D.    Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families.  When 

more than one person is present, the psalm and responses may be spoken responsively, with one 

person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.  

The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all. 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Psalm    (From Psalm 102) 

 

P You will arise and have pity on Zion; 

C  it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come. 

Let this be recorded for a generation to come, 

so that a people yet to be created may praise the LORD: 

that he looked down from his holy height; 

from heaven the LORD looked at the earth, 

to hear the groans of the prisoners, 

to set free those who were doomed to die, 

that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD, 

and in Jerusalem his praise, 

when peoples gather together, 

and kingdoms, to worship the LORD. 

 

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on 

Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the Worship Resources tab and then continue 

with the Apostles’ Creed.  Everyone else may continue the service as printed…. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scripture Lesson   (Luke 4:16-30) 

 
16[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he 

went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17And the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
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and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 22And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that 

were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23And he said to them, 

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you 

did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no 

prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel 

in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine 

came over all the land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of 

Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 

prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard 

these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and drove him out of 

the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could 

throw him down the cliff. 30But passing through their midst, he went away. 

 

Sermon – T Rejected to Save T  (A copy is included at the end of this service.) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

C  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 

into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life T everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
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Bethany’s Prayer List 

 

Thanksgiving 

- Church officers installation 

- Milestone blessing 

- Tailor (grandson of Kim Neuhaus) - completed tour of duty in   

   U.S. Armed Forces 

  

Entrusting into God’s Care 

- Persecuted Christians and refugees 

- Those suffering after the storm and during the pandemic 

- The homeless & the unemployed 

- Workers in the Church, at Bethany and the world 

- Project 24 students, Yvonne and Lorine 

  

Healing  

- Janet (mother of Jennifer Shoemaker) - chemo treatments 

- Melvin (uncle of Deb Heitland) - hospitalization 

- Tom Mark (friend of congregation) - hospitalization 

- Karen Kroemer (friend of Laura Holt) - cancer 

- Don Hein - recovering after surgery 

- Bob (husband of Carolyn Sternowski) - recovering after COVID 

- Sharon Ramsey - recovering after surgery 

- Ron Prescott - back pain 

- Dave Christian - recovering at home after cardiac surgery 

- Carol Grimminger - recovering at home after fall 

- Marlys Jaspersen - recovering after surgery 

- Cindy Broadwater - recovering after surgery 

- Tracy Donels - recovering after surgery 

- Emily Kroemer - back pain 

- Lee Rathje - broken wrist, recovering after fall  

  

Shut-Ins 

- Valerie Koelper - Grand Living on Indian Creek 

  

Mourning 

- Richard (relative of Carol Grimminger)- died 1/12 

- Gabe (relative of Lee & Brenda Heims) - died 1/3 

  

Serving Our Country 

- Ben - serving in the Iowa National Guard 

- Mitchell & Benjamin (relatives of Schoens & Smiths) - U.S. Navy  

- Harrison (son of Rob & Faye Sieck) - U.S. Armed Forces 
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Collect of the Day 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of 

Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Concluding  Prayers 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, You would have all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth.  By Your almighty power and unsearchable wisdom break and hinder all the counsels of 

those who hate Your Word and who, by corrupt teaching, would destroy it.  Enlighten them with 

the knowledge of Your glory that they may know the riches of Your heavenly grace and, in peace 

and righteousness, serve You, the only true God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Together we pray… I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that you would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

T       T       T       T       T       T       T 
 

T  Rejected to Save T 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 When I graduated from the seminary in St. Louis they had an elaborate process to place 

graduates in their first call and congregation.  They took several factors into consideration in this 

process, but they had one golden rule, if you will.  And that was that a graduate from the seminary 

would never be sent back to the his home congregation – the church where he grew up or came 

from. 

 I experienced the wisdom of this when I was still in the seminary but went home to 

celebrate Christmas.  By that time, I had passed enough classes so that I was licensed to preach 

and Pastor Martin at my home congregation asked if I would give the Christmas Eve sermon.  

Wanting to help out, I agreed.  I don’t remember too much about the sermon, except that everything 

seemed to go okay.  But also remember that after the service many people from the congregation, 

most of whom I knew as child, came up to me and said how surprised they were to see or hear me 

preach.  An old Sunday School teacher, almost pinched me on the cheek and said, “I can remember 

when you were this big…”   My brother, in what I think was meant as a compliment, said that he 

couldn’t believe I didn’t “choke” or “blow it”.  It seemed that everyone didn’t pay attention to 

what I said during the sermon, rather they were focused on who was saying it.  And so, it made it 
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hard for the Word of God to be heard that Christmas Eve, when the preacher or the prophet was in 

his hometown. 

 Jesus Himself runs into the same sort of problem in our Gospel lesson.  It seems that the 

people who hear His first sermon, preached in a synagogue in His hometown of Nazareth, aren’t 

able to hear or believe what Jesus is actually saying.   

Now, everything goes well – at first.  Jesus goes into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day 

and stands up to read.  This was pretty common at the time.  Rabbis or teachers would travel around 

to different synagogues to read passages of Scripture (from the Old Testament, of course) and then 

interpret it or give it meaning for the people.  So Jesus is handed a scroll from Isaiah and reads: 

 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he anointed me to proclaim the good news to the 

poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 

set at liberty those who oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 

Then Jesus rolls up the scroll, hands it back to the attendant and sits down.  Everyone is looking 

to Him for some great interpretation and they can hardly wait!  And then He says, “Today, this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”. 

 A lot can said about Jesus identifying Himself with the passage from Isaiah.  The Spirit 

being with Him clearly refers to His baptism, as His anointing.  But it is what Jesus will do, 

according to Isaiah, that sets Him apart as a prophet.  He will proclaim.  He will proclaim that a 

new era of salvation, one where people are set free from the burdens of their sin and liberated from 

the chains of sickness and death, this new era of salvation, Jesus says, has arrived with Him being 

present. 

 The people like what they hear.  What Jesus will do, sounds pretty good – at first.  But then 

Jesus continues.  At this time, Jesus’ fame has been spreading.  The people of Nazareth know about 

the miracles that Jesus did in Capernaum, and Jesus knows of their desire to see such things.  But 

a prophet, must be rejected by His own.  And so Jesus tells them that He, like Elijah and Elisha 

among the people of Israel years ago, will not do miracles for them.  And so, the people get angry.  

So angry, that they try to kill Him. 

 How ironic it is that the people’s anger prove Jesus’ words to be true and that in order to 

escape their unholy anger over not doing miracles, Jesus does a miracle to escape their deadly 

clutches! 

 Being a Christian these days, it is often easy to see that there are many people who are still 

angry with Jesus.  Maybe they are angry that He doesn’t do the miracles that they want.  Maybe 

they are angry that He doesn’t release the world from COVID.  Or they’re angry that people aren’t 

released from other sicknesses or addictions, or old age, or loneliness or whatever it is that 

imprisons them.  There is no doubt, that people are angry with Jesus today for His insistence on 

still upholding God’s Law, even as He clarifies what that means and forgives those who don’t.  

But regardless of why we, or others, are angry with Jesus – our anger, like the Nazarenes in our 

text this morning, is almost always rooted in our misunderstanding of Jesus as a true prophet. 

 To understand Jesus, to listen to what He says about Himself and not what we want Him 

to be, we have to know that He is a prophet who not only speaks God’s Word and releases all of 

creation from its’ bondage, but He does this through His suffering and death.  And it’s the last part 

that many people have a problem with and makes them angry.  Because we don’t think that 

rejection and suffering is very “god like”.  And we begin to worry that if this happens to God, to 

our Lord, to our King, than maybe our lives will not be peaches and cream.  If we are called to 
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pick up our crosses to follow the One who died on the cross, we can sense that maybe our lives 

will also be filled with rejection and suffering.  And so, people get angry – angry because they 

don’t get the Jesus that they want. 

 But God is always ready to forgive the angry times of our misunderstanding.  We read in 

our lesson that by a miracle Jesus passed through the midst of those who wanted to kill Him.  He 

passed through their midst however, not so that He could escape death, but so that He could go to 

where He had to die for our salvation.  He passed through that crowd so that He could go to 

Jerusalem and the cross, where He would face the ultimate rejection and suffering, not just from 

the hands of men, but also from our Heavenly Father.  And He did this to take upon Himself God’s 

anger over our misunderstanding, our anger, our sin, so that we wouldn’t have to. 

 There will always be people who will want to shape Jesus into the type of god or savior or 

prophet that they want.  And if He doesn’t fit those idolatrous molds created by human sinfulness, 

people will get angry.  But thanks be to God that Jesus doesn’t.  For what Jesus does do is so much 

better.  He proclaims liberty for the captives and the oppressed of our sinful creation and brings 

about God’s favor to all.  And He does this in the most unexpected of ways, through His suffering 

and death.  If this prophet is not welcome in His hometown, may we always welcome Him into 

our lives and into our hearts.  Amen. 

 

And now, may the peace of God that surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

forever in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 T       T       T       T       T       T       T 
   


