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Mo s t of us know t hthey asked how dh@awould be laldesto fadeadgeathiin
March 17 and people around the world celebtatt e ar en a. She replied
this missionaryds | i flgminen Buvwhenil taceghe beasys shere will He
there are two lesskemown Christians whose liveanother who will live in me, and will suffer for me
and witness the Church also gives thanks for inshience | shal | be suffer
month of March. This takes place on March 7 in  When the day of their execution came, three
the Lutheran Church, when we remember Perpélhastian men were the first to be put into the are-
and Felicitas. na. Two died quickly and bravely, however no ani-

Perpetua and Felicitas were two youmgl would attack the third man, Secundulus. It was
women who lived in North Africa when Septimiusported that the animals put into the arena would
Severus was emperor of Rome. Unfortunately,rtbeapproach him and actually attacked the Roman
Roman Empire was going through a series of cwitliers instead. Finally, however, Secundulus de
wars at the time. In an effort to consolidate powaared that a leopard will kill him, and so it hap-
in the year 202 Septimius Severus issued a dpgresl.
making it illegal, not to be a Christian, but to be- Perpetua and Felicitas were told that they
come a Christian. Anyone found guilty of thimuld be attacked by a wild cow, and they were.
ocrimed was to be put Afteohadng ddeh hit and thrown around by the

Many famous Christians who were teachangmal, Perpetua asked for a break to fix her hair.
in the church suffered under this persecution, Apparently during the attack it had fallen loose, and
cluding the great theologians Irenaeus and Clensamte loose hair was a sign of mourning, Perpetua
But lesseknown Christians suffered as well, iasked for a moment to fix her hair since this was a
cluding Perpetua and Felicitas. Perpetua cpykl day when she would meet her Lord in heav-
from a wealthy family, while Felicitas was a slawe. Eventually, the two beaten and bloodied wom-
They were arrested, put into prison, and sentererednet each other in the middle of the arena, gave
to death in 203 for beirgatechuménsgew Chris- each other the kiss of peace, and were killed by &
tians who were studying the Scriptures in prepara-| di er 6 s swor d.
tion to be baptized. At the time of their arrest, Per-  Historians tell us, that for reasons that are
petua was nursing her infant child and Felicitas medsall together clear, after Perpetua and Felicitas
pregnant. were martyred for their faith in Christ, the persecu-

Perpetuads fat her diemeChiisttanswndsriSeptinus Severus laggely
and begged her to denounce her new faithcame to an end.

Christ, if only for the sake of her child. However,

she replied that just as everything in life has a name T Pastor Erickson

and it is useless to try to give it a different name,
she had the name of Christian, and this could not
be changed.

Also, Felicitas was greatly concerned with
her situation, but not for reasons we might think.
At the time, Romans forbade executing pregnant
women and Felicitas was worried she would not
give birth to her child before she could join Perpet-
ua in martyrdom. However, her prayers were an-
swered when she gave birth to a baby girl, who was
adopted by another Christian woman. When the
jailers saw Felicitas react to the pain of childbirth,
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Do you have prayer requests? Let us know if you would like your request added to the grayer li
the email prayer chain, or both. Calt@®&26 or email requests to nurse.bethanycr@gmail.com.




[ 9b 5! w

a2yRIFI&X al NOK

M azyRIFI2Z al NOK wmp
MnYnn2 2Y&Yy DNBARY 3 CJ[/ MnYnn 2WSy DNBARY 3 CJ[/
cYnn ¢IN¥MzA G SSa»nasBoyd ¢dzSaRIF&3 al NDK wmc
¢dzSaRlIé&> al NOK H cYonll)YRoStt t N} OaOS
cYNnn oY y3SEAAY-%R2YYAJ!2 SRYSaARI & al NOK Mt
cYonll)RoStt t N} OsaOS cYnnalS@g . Ao0f-%222VWdzRe
2 SRySaRlIe&x al NOK o cYnn/BRBYUNXYEIFa2y 6HYR &SI
cYnnalSE . Ao0f-%22¥WdzRe TYnn[BYYGiSy {SNBAOS
cYnn/IZJ\fUNJ{Iezy 6HYR dlaz2yRI@X al NOK HH
TYnn[QYGSy {SNWAOS MaYnnz 2WSy DNBAR)Y g C[ /
¢ KdZNERIF &3 al NOK n ¢dzSaARI & al NOK Ho
cYnnlldwly /I NBsa2SSay 3 cYonllYRoStt t NI OaOS
{dzy R &% al NOK 1 2 SRYSaRIFe&x al NOK Hn
MYnn /1BYYdzy A2y cYnnalS@ . Ao0f-%22¥WdzRe
a2yRlFI&X al NOK vy cYnn/RBYUNXYIFsa2y omaid &St
MAnYnn2 2Y&Yy DNBARY 3 CJ[/ TYnn[BWY ISy {SNBAOS
¢dzSaRlIezX al NOK o az2yRIFIeZ al NOK H®
cYonll)RoStt t NI} OaOS MnYnn 2WSy DNBARY 3 CJ[/
TYnn ! R2Yzy OAf -v22%0 vy 3 ¢dzZSaRIFe&x al NOK on
2 SRySaRlI&X al NOK wmn cYonll)RoStt t NI OaOS
cYnnalSg . Ao0f-%22¥WdRe 2 SRyYySaRlIex al NOK owm
cYnn/BRYUNXYIa2y omaid &: cYnn alS¥ Aof-%2 2 WdzR@
TYnn[YYGiSy {SNBAOS 6« cYnn/RYUNXYIFsa2y omaid &St
TYnn/BRBYUNXYIFsa2yY OHYR &SI
al w/.lLw¢l 51  {
OKH5 I NI SyS 901 SNaik MmaNl A& D2RoS€@okHfA&l CNBSas$s
t -G YNBT1St SN WFEYSa az2aSt all N} DdziYly
[ SS wl GK2S§ okmMBfElF . NARO] SNJ . FND aAff SNJ
okowely [/ 2NBe aStArAaal [2ySe@okHgl NOSRSa | SyR
okn tADGAl [/ 2NBe& okmwely ¢KSNAIdZakHp2NI / NI 6F2NR
{KINRY 9 af SNOKHENBR { OKdzOKYIFYyyYy ! ARSY 9NARO] &z
. NAGgYSe {0SLIog8Hmdzl S “AYYSNXYIyYKkoBFI NNBtf [/ KAl @
okT[ 2dzA &S 1 2f 01 okuwA Ol | Sfft SNJ [23ly aAfol OK
OKYINRY | Sttt SNJ ly3Sttr YSafl NJ ¢ N> O az2iSg
oK 2LIKAS YYydzZRa2¢kHwWwA O] ¢K2NAy3IiG2y aAldOK adé&SNH
okmvmal N} 9tAl a OKHERTOAL {GSLI ySROM2NNXYI {ANRal ]
al w/ | ' bbLx9w{! wlL
okobl4S YR {GSLKIYAS olk@QTISMWRIYY ' YR ¢ NI O& az2iS
OKMWPRIEY YR wl OKSt | SYOYRSNENNE YR {dz2S YNRBSYS



' [[9¢Lb b

aS¢@
Aot S { {dzf

2 2 Y Sy 25 K
{YIFtf DNEd# a9

The Monday morning &TUE Men meet via Zoom
womenos gr OU|-qugy ponT on Wednesdays at
rently reading the book TEALK ME 6:00 a.m. The group
OFIl owi ng fr IN SUNDAY is currently using the
Crosso by SLHOOL series 0OStu

Di dnodt Teact
Sunday Scho
study about Matthew
and Mark from the

You may choose to join-person at Bethany or Lutheran Hour Ministries. All men are welcome
online via Zoom). Contact Nurse Ronda to join to join this Bible study. Contact the church of-
this group. fice for the Zoom link.

L\

Thank you to everyone who helped our womenos
our congregation. It was greatly appreciated.

Paavola. Discussions of
the book take place on
Mondays at 10:00 a.m.

About
yatthew and Nark
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Tulips and daffodils will be availabl
to order to help decorate the sanct
ary for Easter. A sign up sheet will
at the Welcome Center, or you m
contact the church office to order.
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Whereas the congregations of the LCMS have voted to add one year to tbensgnadncycle in
response to the COVHD9 pandemic hence moving the LCMS S@umyentionfrom 2022 to 2023,

the lowa District Eas® LCMS Board of Directors have also moved the triennial IDE Dis-
trict Conventionfrom June 226, 2021 to June 25, 2022. A more detailed letter on what this means
for the existingonventiordelegates, nominations, reports, and othrerentiorbusiness will be availa-
ble later this spring, in addition to forthcoming details for the 202R3DIES DistrictConvention



