Adopted from The Lutheran Service Book (p. 294)

ﬁ;l Daily Prayer For Individuals and Families

The 9" of August 2020 A.D. — 10" Sunday after Pentecost

This brief service is intended as a simple form of daily prayer for individuals and families. When

more than one person is present, the psalm and responses may be spoken responsively, with one

person reading the words in regular type and the others responding with the words in bold type.
The Creed and Prayers that are in bold type are to be said by all.

The sign of the cross *I+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the -l Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Psalm Psalm 18:1-6

I love you, O LORD, my strength.
2The Lorbp is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
% call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised,
and | am saved from my enemies.
*The cords of death encompassed me;
the torrents of destruction assailed me;
> the cords of Sheol entangled me;
the snares of death confronted me.
®In my distress | called upon the LorD; to my God | cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.

For those with access to the internet, you may now play today’s worship video, located on
Bethany’s website (www.bethanycr.org) under the \Worship Resources tab and then continue
with the Apostles’ Creed. Everyone else may continue the service as printed....

Scripture Lesson — Matthew 14:22-33

|mmediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. *And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 2*but the boat by this time
was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the
fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 2°But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. *’But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”




2And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” *He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to
Jesus. *°But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save
me.” *!Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of
little faith, why did you doubt?”” **And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. **And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Sermon — I+ Saving Little Faith *I+ (A copy is included at the end of this service.)

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and was
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Pravyer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Bethany’s Prayer List
Those suffering during the pandemic; the homeless; the unemployed; our medical professionals
and first responders; workers in the Church, here and throughout the world;

Thanksqgiving:
New members

Darrell Chiavetta- baptized 7/2

Rick Foreman- recovering after surgery

Kay Karsten- taking online Stephen Leader training until the end of August
Ella Smith - recovering after broken arm

John Hamm - recovering after surgery




Prayers for healing/comfort:

Lee (husband of Brenda Heims)- upcoming surgery
Aaron Moffett- recovering after eye surgery

Dee Rose- hospice care at home

Jeff, Angela & Wes Kessler- ill with COVID-19

Kent Zenor- recovering after eye surgery

Gordon Doehrmann - recovering after medical procedure
Dave Christian - recovering after surgery

Ron Prescott - recovering after eye surgery

Kris Dunn - health issues

Stephanie Macke - recovering after radiation treatments
Nadine Wax - recovering at home

Mourning:
Siebenmanns- mourning the death of a friend, Shel

Sheryl Knutson- mourning the death of her cousin, Jim
Bonnie Bubke- mourning the death of her cousin, Ray

Serving Our Country:
Tailor & Charlie (grandsons of Kim Neuhaus) — serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Collect of the Day

Let us pray... Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we,
being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Concluding Prayers

Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the work
of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its continuance, and
bless its end, that all our doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this
day well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Together we pray... | thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and | pray that you would
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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1+ Saving Little Faith I
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jesus walking on water is one of His better known miracles in the Bible that shows us His
true identity and power as the Son of God. In fact, “walking on water” has become a sort of
sarcastic euphemism in our society for someone’s perceived greatness. But more than just
showing us Jesus’ identity and power, our text for today also highlights the disciples’ reaction to
Jesus coming to them, and therefore highlights how we might respond to Jesus coming to us
today.

Matthew 14:22 tells us that Jesus dismissed the crowd that had just been miraculously fed
and made His disciples leave in a boat to go across the Sea of Galilee. Then He Himself went up
on a nameless mountain to pray. When evening came, Jesus was still up on the mountain, while
the disciples were having a difficult time out in the boat. We are told that they were “stadious
pollous” from shore, a stadion being about 200 yards, and while there is no indication that their
lives where in danger (many of them were experienced fishmen after all), Matthew does tell us
that the waves were beating the boat because the “wind was against them”. So sometime
between 3am and 6am, known as the “fourth watch of the night” to the Romans, Jesus came
down from the mountain and went out to the disciples, walking on the water.

However, in the chaos of the Sea, and after a long day feeding the crowds and a longer
night battling the wind and the waves, and to be sure, not really expecting to see what they were
seeing — the disciples were not comforted or happy to see Jesus come to them walking across the
water. Instead, Matthew tells us three things — the disciples were now “terrified”. They thought
Jesus was a phantom, or some sort of ghostly spirit on the water. And now, seeing Jesus, they
cried out in fear! You see it wasn’t enough for the disciples just to have Jesus in their presence.
In the wrong situation, Jesus can cause fear and dread in people’s lives. It’s not right and it
certainly isn’t what Jesus wants to do, but in this fallen world where people don’t always
recognize our loving and gracious God for who He is, it happens. It happened out there on the
Sea of Galilee and it can happen in our own lives as well. It happens every time that we lose
sight of who God really is and then try to reimagine Him to our own liking. This is popular to do
today, but when this happens the result is almost always fear and terror, because we end up with
an image of god, or even Jesus as a vengeful god who will only judge us by the law. So,
something else must happen or be present.

When Jesus saw that the disciples were terrified, when He knew that they didn’t know who He
was, and when He heard them crying out in fear, “Immediately” He acted. Immediately, He
spoke. Immediately He gave them His Word. And His Word perfectly addressed all three
reactions that the disciples were having at the time. Because they were terrified, He said, “Take
heart” or “Have courage!” Because they didn’t know who He was, He tells them, “Ego eimi
[Greek]”, that is He told them, “It is I”. And because they were crying out in fear, He told them,
“Do not be afraid”.

Doesn’t Jesus do the same thing for us today? In the midst of all the chaos of this fallen world
today; in the midst of viruses and uncertain futures; Jesus not only comes to us. He speaks to us
in His Word. And there, in the Scriptures, His message is in essence the same as what He told




the disciples on the Sea of Galilee. “Have courage, it is I — the God who doesn’t just judge, but
the God who saves. The God who appeared to Moses and led His people out of Egypt (Exodus
3:14). The God who not only can walk on water, but tramples down the surging of mighty
waters (Habbakuk 3:15). Therefore, there is no reason to fear Me or your future in this world.”
While the presence of God may not be enough to comfort us, God has spoken to us through His
Son (Hebrews 1:2) and His presence with His Word is always enough save us, calm our fears,
and give us peace. Or at least is should be!

I say it should be, because apparently it was not enough for Peter. After hearing Jesus’ Words,
what does he do? He asks Jesus for more! He comes up with this absurd request saying, “Lord,
if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” When Jesus tells Peter to come, he does
go out to Jesus. But soon Peter became afraid again, not because he saw Jesus like before, but
this time because he saw the wind. And so, Peter begins to sink and calls out to Jesus, “Lord,
save me!” Of course, Jesus is the God who saves, so He immediately reaches out and takes Peter
by the hand. Jesus saved the one who doubted and had “little faith”™.

Dr. Jeffry Gibbs says that many today may ask: If Jesus is the powerful Lord over the sea, will
He save me when | call upon Him? What if | have failed to believe in the promises that He has
made to us in His Word? What if | find in myself only doubt when | should have faith that
grows to become great, like a mustard seed. What if [ am one with just a “little faith”? Will
Jesus still save me, or will He, in all of His power over creation, let me sink into the depths of
what we deserve?

Jesus walking on the water in Matthew 14 answers all of those questions. Jesus can save, has
saved, and will save all who have even a little faith in Him — even if at times we too doubt. For
all of the promises that He has made in His Word have already, or are in the process of, coming
true. He has come to us humbly, ultimately dying on the cross to take our place under the
judgement of God’s Law. But just as He promised, He has risen again, conquering death and
letting all who have been baptized and believe share in that victory. These incredible things
Jesus, the One who walks on water, has already done for us. And therefore, we can have a sure
and confident hope in His promise to return, and restore this fallen creation back to Himself -
back to the way it is supposed to be without sin or evil or anything that causes us fear or sadness.
Our response to this grace and mercy of God is simple. Matthew tells us that when the disciples
had heard the Words of Jesus and when they had seen Peter be saved, they worshipped Jesus in
the boat and said that He is the Son of God. May we always believe in the Word of God
ourselves. And as you enjoy the salvation that God has given to you through Jesus and revealed
to you in His Word, may we likewise join together to worship Him and confess who He truly is,
the Son of God who is our Lord and Savior, who has come and continues to come so that He
may comfort and save all who call in His name, even those who may doubt at times or have just
a little faith. Amen.
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Notes and Announcements!

Family Fun Day! Join us August 16™ from Noon to 2pm, (weather
permitting) for some social distanced fun and fellowship. On our first
ever Family Fun Day children will be able to use our newly remodeled
playground, while they and others will also be able to enjoy some
fellowship and a variety of other games (bag toss, Can-Jam, Stomp-
Rockets, etc...). Lunch will be provided by the Board of Education,
including sandwiches, chips, cookies, and bottled water. While this will
being an outside event, we would still like to encourage safety practices,

including the use of masks when not eating or drinking. To help us prepare, we are asking
everyone to please sign up by following the link on our website or by calling Bethany’s Office at

319-364-6026.

Bible

Study

Bible Study on Racism — What is “racism”? Is the North American
Christianity racist? Is it a sign of privilege or fragility if you don’t believe
you’re a racist? And most important of all, how do Christians address the
race issues we’re facing today from a biblical perspective that glorifies the
God who died for the sins of all people? While not claiming to have all
the “right” answers to these questions, Pastor Erickson will be leading a
Bible Study on racism beginning on August 16" (9:45 am via Zoom and in

person in the Family Life Center) that will examine them and others by exploring God’s Word.
We hope that everyone will join and participate in this important study!

God and the Pandemic - Pastor Erickson will be leading a virtual study

on Zoom on the book “God and the Pandemic” by N.T. Wright. Based GOD
on an article first appearing in Time magazine, Wright’s book invites AND THE
you to consider a response that draws on a careful reading of the Bible, PANDEMIC

Christian history, and above all on the way of living, thinking, and

praying revealed to us by Jesus. This study will take place on Thursdays g
at 7:00 p.m, August 27-September 24. Contact the church office if you i
plan to attend so we can send you the Zoom link. You may order your WRIGHT

book on Amazon, or contact the church office if you need us to order a

book for you to purchase or would like to borrow a copy from the

church.




