
5/3 Sunday School Lesson 

 

“A Telling Truth” is the Bible lesson for this week. With the sound of a rushing wind and tongues of fire, 

the promised Holy Spirit descends on the disciples. As they speak “in other tongues” (Acts 2:4), their 

hearers, from a multitude of nations, hear about “the mighty works of God” (v. 11) in their own 

languages. Beginning with Old Testament prophecies, Peter’s sermon proclaims Jesus, the promised 

Messiah. Discuss, “How did Pentecost change the Church forever?”  

OPENING PRAYER: Dear Jesus, You give all good gifts. Thank You for the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. In Your name we pray. Amen. 

ASK:  Do you like to get gifts? What are some times when you get gifts?  

 

SAY:  Today, we are going to hear about a special gift Jesus gave His friends.  

READ:  As a family read together from a Bible or the narrative below from Acts 2:1-24 
 

Ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, Jews from all over the world had come to Jerusalem 

for the harvest festival of Pentecost. In God’s perfect timing, He would use Jesus’ disciples all 

gathered together in one place, along with all these people in Jerusalem at the same time.   

On Sunday morning, suddenly, a loud sound like a fast blowing wind came from heaven and 

filled the house where the disciples were. They saw what looked like tongues of fire spread 

out and rest on everyone. All the people there began speaking in a language they had never 

studied or learned before. The Holy Spirit gave them power to understand and speak 

different languages!  

Many of the Jews who were gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost heard the sound and rushed over 

to see what was going on. Suddenly, they heard the disciples speaking the Good News about 

Jesus in their own languages- the languages they had spoken since they were children.  But 

some of the Jews who lived in Jerusalem made fun of the disciples and said that they were drunk.  

When Peter heard this, he stood and raised his voice to speak to them. He explained that the 

disciples were not drunk, but that God had poured out the Holy Spirit, who gave them the ability 

to speak different languages of the people gathered together in Jerusalem.  

Peter told them this is exactly what the Old Testament prophet Joel had said would happen in the 

last days when God poured out His Spirit. Then, Peter explained why it had happened: because 

God had sent Jesus Christ, His Son, the promised Savior to them. Instead of believing in Him, 

however, they had rejected Him and killed Him on the cross, but God had raised Him from the 

dead. The disciples had seen Jesus many times after He has risen from the dead, and now 



they were urging everyone who heard them to be baptized. That day, three thousand people 

were baptized and became disciples of Jesus and members of the Church. Today, the Bible has 

been written down in many different languages so people all around the world can know how 

Jesus came to save them.  

DO SOMETHING   

Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the Bible narrative after you’ve read it. 

 
FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  
 

 

Help students reenact the story. Using an online translator, look up the words “Jesus Loves You” 

in several languages, and have different students say them as they portray the disciples.  
 

 

FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER  

 

Once students have the details of this Bible narrative down, talk more about the context of the 

story. Talk about the bookend events of the Tower of Babel in the Old Testament and Pentecost 

in the New Testament. What happened to language at the Tower of Babel? How did the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost allow people who spoke different languages to hear the Gospel? How do 

people who speak different languages hear the Gospel today?  

 

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 
 

 

This event is the reversal of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9), where God confused the 

languages of rebellious people. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit made people of many languages 

hear the Gospel. Some older students will “get” it and others may not—that’s okay. They may 

understand it the next time they hear this Bible narrative . 

 

 
The events of Pentecost were a miracle, showing us God includes all nations and people in the 

new covenant.  

 

 
Because we have received the gift of the Holy Spirit and life and salvation through Jesus, we 

want to share it with others.  
 

 

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus sends the Holy Spirit, creating faith in the hearts of those 

who receive Him. 

 

 



 Questions to think about and discuss as a family:  
1. What did the people see and hear on Pentecost?  

2. Who sent the Holy Spirit to help them?  

3. What news did Peter tell the people?  

4. How do you think the lives of the people who heard the Gospel on Pentecost were 

changed? How are our lives changed because we know the Gospel and have the gift of 

the Holy Spirit?  
 

MEMORY WORK: You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Thank You for 

the gift of faith. Thank You that the Holy Spirit helps us hear and understand Your Word every 

day in our lives. Help us to share Your precious Word with others. In Your name we pray, Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Activities to together as a family during the week: 
 
 
Candle Counting  

 

Set out a variety of colored birthday candles. Let children sort them by color or pattern. Say, 

When we light candles on a birthday cake, it shows we are celebrating someone’s birthday. 

God used fire in a special way at Pentecost—to show that He was sending the Holy Spirit to 

be our helper. Pentecost is the birthday of the Church! 

 
Sorting Shapes  

 

Set out various sizes and shapes of dry pasta to sort into muffin tins. Talk about how pasta comes 

in different shapes and sizes. People come in different sizes, shapes, and colors too! We don’t all 

look the same. But Jesus loves us all. God wants all of us to be His children. 

 
Wind and Fire Wands  

 

Attach lengths of blue or red ribbon to craft sticks. Give to children to wave for wind or fire. Say, 

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came in wind and fire to help people hear and believe in 

Jesus. Tell the main points of the story as the children wave their wands. 


