
5/10 Sunday School Lesson 

This week, students will study “A Servant Speaks.” The Twelve select Stephen as one of the first seven 

deacons in the Early Church. Synagogue leaders twist Stephen’s words, falsely accusing him of 

blasphemy. Stephen’s testimony before the high priest recalls Israel’s rejection of God’s promise and 

their rejection of Jesus, the promised Savior. When Stephen says he sees a vision of Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God, the enraged officials cast Stephen out of the city and stone him. As a family, consider 

discussing, “How does the death of Stephen affect the other believers?” 

OPENING PRAYER:  Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you for the forgiveness that you 

give us in Jesus. Help us to learn about serving you and sharing the Good News of Jesus. Bless 

our time together. In your name we pray. Amen.  

ASK:   Who takes care of you when you’re hungry?  

 

SAY:  In our Bible story today, some people don’t have enough food to eat. Let’s find out how 

God takes care of them.  

READ:  As a family read together from a Bible or the narrative below from Acts 6-7 
 

As the twelve Apostles taught about Jesus in the temple, many Jews believed and were baptized. 

The Early Church started to grow very quickly. Among the Christians, there were many 

widows, women whose husbands had died and who didn’t have money to take care of 

themselves. The Christians took up offerings to buy food for them. This helped some of the 

widows, but not all of them.  

When the apostles learned about it, they were concerned. They wanted to make sure everyone 

who needed help got it, but Jesus had sent them to preach the Good News, not to serve 

food. They said, “Brothers, pick out seven men who are full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 

we will appoint to this duty.” These men would make sure every person got help. One of those 

seven men was named Stephen.  

Stephen was full of grace and power by the Holy Spirit. He did great miracles, just like the 

apostles were doing. When some Jews who didn’t believe in Jesus started arguing with him, the 

Holy Spirit made Stephen so wise he proved they were wrong. Sadly, they didn’t believe 

Stephen. They just got angrier with him. They took Stephen to the high priest, Caiaphas, and 

also to the same Jewish court that had decided to put Jesus to death. The Jewish court looked at 

Stephen and noticed that his face was glowing and showed that he had talked with God.  

The Holy Spirit made Stephen very wise. Stephen told the Jewish leaders about all the times in 

the Old Testament when God had raised up a leader for his people Israel but the Israelites had 

refused to follow him. He talked about leaders like Joseph, Moses, and King David-and how the 

Israelites had grumbled against them and refused to obey them. And now, when God had sent 



His own promised Son, they had done even worse to Him-they had betrayed and murdered 

Jesus.  

When the priests and other leaders heard this, they got so mad they put their fingers in their 

ears, rushed together at Stephen, dragged him outside, and picked up big stones and rocks to 

throw at him and kill him. As Stephen was being stoned, he prayed to Jesus, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” He said, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” Then Stephen died, 

and his spirit went to heaven. 

 

DO SOMETHING   

Use one or both of the following activities to talk about the Bible narrative after you’ve read it. 

 

FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE YOUNGER  
 

To help children learn the details of the events of these two chapters, ask children to work 

together to draw an emoji, a face showing an emotion, to describe each of the elements of this 

story on a piece of white paper. Use the text in bold to help you identify key points. Then reread 

the narrative to the class and have them hold up the emojis in proper order, reviewing the key 

points as you go.  

 

 

FOR CHILDREN WHO ARE OLDER  

 

Acts 6–7 may be too long and complex a passage for most elementary students to read aloud 

directly from the Bible. If you want students to read from their Bibles, have them find passages 

such as Acts 6:2–5; Acts 7:51–54; and Acts 7:55–56 to review the narrative.  
 

 

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS 
 

 

The Early Church was growing and needed people to help the needy. Stephen was chosen to be a 

helper. He was full of the Holy Spirit. Stephen also preached well and did miracles.  

 
Acts 6 provides a great opportunity to talk about the many ways God’s people can serve others 

and witness. Everyone- not just pastors-can talk about Jesus and spread the Good News of the 

Gospel.  

 
The Holy Spirit gives us kind hearts as well as the strength to tell the truth of Jesus even to those 

who don’t want to hear it and who may not like us.  

 

 



CHRIST CONNECTION: Though Satan still attacks the Church, nothing can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

 

 Questions to think about and discuss as a family:  
 

1. How did the Early Church help care for people who were hungry?  

2. How can we be like Stephen and the other deacons and serve God’s people?  

3. We may not be threatened with death like Stephen, but it can still be hard sometimes to 

tell others about Jesus. How does the Holy Spirit help you stand up for your faith when 

people challenge your beliefs?  

4. Sometimes we get angry at people, and they get angry at us. How can we show God’s 

love and forgiveness, even when we are very hurt or angry?  

 
 

MEMORY WORK: Be kind to one another. Ephesians 4:32  

 

CLOSING PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help all the 

people throughout history and today who speak your Word even though people hate them for it. 

Help us to have the courage to share Your Word with others, especially when people don’t like 

us for being Your child. In Your name we pray, Jesus. Amen.  
 

 

Activities to together as a family during the week: 
 

 

Action Rhyme  
 

Do this action rhyme together: I have little ears (point to ears) that hear of Jesus’ love (hug 

self ). I have little lips (point to mouth) to tell about His love (cup mouth). I have little feet 

(point to feet) to follow Jesus’ way (walk in place). I have little hands (hold out hands) to 

serve Him ev’ry day (fling arms wide). Act out ways to serve others 

 

Bible Verse Actions  
 

Say, The Bible tells us (read from Ephesians 4:32): “Be kind to one another.” Stephen 

showed love for others and told about Jesus. Let’s think about ways we can be kind to one 

another.  

Act out situations for the children to guess, or whisper the situation to a child to act out (e.g., 

cold, hungry, thirsty, hurt, lonely/scared). How can they help? Say, We show our love for Jesus 

when we do kind things for others. 

 

 



Portrait of a Servant  
 

Guide students to make a portrait of Stephen on a piece of white paper using both words and 

pictures together. Brainstorm words that describe Stephen and write those where students can see 

and copy them. Encourage students to make their portrait in their own way. 

 

Helping Others  
 

Ask children to think about how we can show love for others. Ideas: Set out a basket to collect 

baby items for disadvantaged mothers. Collect canned food for the food pantry, and have 

children use markers to draw crosses on the cans. Have children choose a project and make a 

poster, asking church members to donate to the cause. 


